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Ghazal Writer Prof. Vashisht Anoop's Social, and

Political Sensitivity
(In the context of *Garm Roti ke Upar Namak Tel Tha")

Dr. Sunil Kumar Manas

Prof. VVashisht Anoop is a renowned Hindi critic, poet, and ghazal writer, whose writings show
a unique amalgamation of progressive consciousness and social sensitivity. His poetry presents the
complex and odd aspects of life from a deep perspective. His ghazals and songs clearly depict the pain
and inequalities of the exploited, deprived, and struggling sections of society. Through ghazal, he not
only expresses personal feelings and love-sensitivities but also sheds light on those aspects of society
with which the common man is struggling- like farmers, laborers, the poor, and exploited classes. By
highlighting the problems of these classes, he talks about the need for social change and awakens the
power of resistance. On the other hand, his works also show deep sensitivity towards love, beauty, and
the sweetness of relationships. He believes that through love and beauty, possibilities of change and
prosperity can arise in society. His poetry expresses deep human sentiments at both social and personal
levels.

Vashisht Anoop believes that his ghazals are not just the result of his personal thoughts but are
a compilation of the wider experiences and sentiments of society. The voice of the exploited,
oppressed, and common people of society is included in his ghazals. He accepts that his work is to
present these feelings and thoughts by molding them in a special rhythm, rhyme, and language. His aim
is to express the realities of society in a strong form through ghazals, so that he can make society
aware. His attachment to the village is very deep, for example:

Gaanv ghar ka najaara to achchha laga, /Sabako jee bhar nihaara to achchha laga.

Garm rotee ke oopar namak tel tha, /Man ne hans kar dulaara to achchha laga.™

Now see in this creation, how much the creator is connected to the common people and the
environment, he talks about looking at everyone, and this looking is never for others. We look only at
our own people. The tradition of looking at has been very long and rich here. The one whom we look
at, we take some support from them and this support is not for ourselves, it is only for our own people.
And the one from whom we take support, is also our own... and mother is such a thing in front of whom
we forget everything, from a grown man we become a child and feel most secure. Only mother has the
place to feel like this and then whatever she feeds, it becomes like nectar. And that affection of his, in
front of which all the wealth of the world seems worthless. And salt and oil on hot roti, refreshes the
memories of our childhood days related to rural life. The system of eating roti with butter in the
morning has disappeared. Krishna also used to eat buttered roti, i.e. buttered roti. And where does one
get such roti now.

The biggest characteristic of Vashisht Anoop is that while having deep devotion towards
tradition and culture, he confronts the contemporary inconsistencies fearlessly. He writes on these
subjects fearlessly and fearlessly. This fearlessness makes him distinct from other writers. Because
where there is fearlessness, there is a lack of deep understanding of tradition and culture. Where there is
understanding of tradition and culture, there is no strength to confront the contemporary
inconsistencies. From this point of view, Vashisht Anoop is such a writer, who, while going through the
present circumstances, suggests a dreamy path for the future. This vision makes him a true professor, a
true litterateur and a true critic.

Vashisht Anoop criticizes the changing forms of time and society through his ghazals. He does
not support the imitative or opportunistic forms of society. For him, it is important to follow truth and
honesty. This line reflects his self-reliant and firm hero approach, which maintains its purity in the era
of change.

""Hamesha rang badalne ki kalaakari nahin aati,
Badalte daur ki mujhako adaakari nahin aati."*
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There is deep self-analysis in the writings of Vashisht Anoop. Despite the limitlessness of
words in his writings, he is not able to express personal feelings completely, because the creator always
dives into the ocean of thoughts, as Muktibodh had written:"'"Mujhe qadam-gqadam par chaurahae
milte hain, baahen phailae!! Ek pair rakhta hoon ki sau raahen phootateen, aur main un sab par
se guzarna chaahata hoon."? This expresses his sensitivity and deep thinking.

Agar kehna bahut ho to bahut-sa chhoot jaata hai,
Main thoda bolata hoon aur jyaada chhoot jaata hai.?

In the works of Vashisht Anoop, the nature of parents has been portrayed in a very simple and
accurate manner. His portrayal reflects the family structure and the traditional structure of society very
well. While the nature of mothers is more open and emotional, the nature of fathers is restrained and
reserved. They never express their pain or troubles, no matter how many difficulties they are facing.
This silence of the father reflects his responsibility and patience. Vashisht Anoop has expressed the
deep understanding of this traditional masculinity very accurately in his works, which describes the
idealistic fatherhood role in society.

The nature of parents has been well highlighted in the works of Vashisht Anoop. Mothers often
express their feelings, but fathers never open their mouths, no matter how many problems they have to
face. Vashisht has depicted the role of the father in this traditional family social system in very simple
words.

Amma to kah bhee detee theen, kabhee-kabhee man kee baatein,
Kam khaate the, gam khaate the, chup rahate the baaboojee.*

There are deep shades of love in the works of Vashisht Anoop. | feel that there is no such
corner of love on which his keen eye has not gone. If | say that he has looked into every corner of love,
then perhaps it will not be an exaggeration. Sometimes he talks about the shyness and hesitation of a
heroine, her laughter and nervousness, and sometimes he presents such a picture of love, the mere
remembrance of which makes a person completely speechless, as if he has drowned in the pain of some
deep love, from which he cannot come out easily.

Ajab yah raag hai jisako zamaana pyaar kahata hai,
Teree aavaaz sunakar har taraana bhool jaata hoon.’

Vashisht Anoop has a modest and familial form of love, in which there are such colours of
affection, which keep expressing their emotional expression even when the tongue is closed. Like
Bihari Lal has written, "Kahat, Natat, Rejhat, Khijhat" — Vashisht Anoop writes something similar. It
can be taken as the various expressions of the eyes of the heroine or should | say the lover. He asks,
"Did you teach these eyes in any madrasa?" and reveals all the secrets of the heart, and without saying
anything, they say a lot.

Hoth tere bhale band hon par, man ka har bhed ye kholatee hain,
Kis madarase mein inako padhaaya, teree aankhen bahut bolatee hain.°

Along with social and family problems, political problems are also prevalent in Vashisht
Anoop's works. He often raises these issues in his ghazals. Perhaps there is no such ghazal collection of
his which does not have some or the other thought on social or political problems. Today, insensitive
people have reached politics, who keep doing whatever they want. They work only with the intention of
earning profit and are ready to do whatever comes to their mind. They do not care about society,
country, nation, or future, due to which the virtuous person who was in the tradition going on for
centuries is continuously getting dusted and polluted in these colourful moods. A big problem is that
those who used to be self-respecting people, today they have started working with a market and profit-
oriented mentality. Those who were capable of toppling the political power with their creations, now
stand with their heads bowed on the orders of politicians. Vashisht Anoop has written about this
problem in a very sensitive manner-

Din ba din rangeen hota ja raha sansaar yoon,
In dinon sadiyon saraahee saadagee khatare mein hai.’
Sirph shabdon tak simatakar rah gayee sanvedana,
Gum rahe pashu-pakshiyon ka, boliyon ka prashn hai.?
Khuddaaree ke deevaane ja baithe hain baazaaron mein,
Agnircha likhane vaale natamastak hain darabaaron mein.’

The changes that have come in social and political life due to capitalist mentality have also

changed the family mentality in our society today. The parents who nurture and educate their children,
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the same children abandon them in their old age, leaving them helpless. Today in our society, the entire
police department dances to the tunes of the political parties. Political goons make them do the work
they want, due to which innocent people always become guilty, and these goons keep demonstrating
their brutality on the streets.
Raha ta-umra ghar-parivaar kee khushiyaan jutaata jo,
Budhaape mein use hamane bahut laachaar dekha hai.*
Ye manzar dekhakar har shakhs hairaanee mein rahata hai,
Pulis ka mahakama gundon kee nigaraanee mein rahata hai.'!

Vashisht Anoop's social sensitivity is so outspoken that the political truth is completely
exposed. Perhaps today there is no political person who has any honesty left. Every political person
who is in the central government of India is actually a social criminal. Vashisht Anoop has made a
sharp and tremendous satire with deep sensitivity towards all these problems, which is needed by
society. Thus, he can be called a pioneer creator.

Jo muzarim hain vahee sab ban ke paharedaar baithe hain,
Vahaan Dillee mein kitane desh ke gaddaar baithe hain.*

Vashisht Anoop constantly guides the people who are frustrated with the contemporary
political and social system. Despite the problems, he prepares a path for the common people, accepts
destiny, and suggests a way to change it on the basis of hard work. He suggests this path on the basis of
various elements of nature. Sometimes a bird appears in his creations, sometimes fire, and sometimes
he inspires people to work standing ahead of destiny itself, as it is written in the Gita:
"Karmanyewadhikaraste ma phaleshu kadachan.” The following are examples of such creations.

Tapa detee hai sone ko, paka detee hai rotee ko,
Hamesha aag ko hee dosh ham bekaar dete hain.™
Hamesha karm se banatee hai gismat hai pata mujhako,
Main apana kaam karata hoon mukaddar bhool jaata hoon.*
Yahaan-vahaan se, kahaan-kahaan se, tinake laatee hai,
Kaee dinon se ek baya ghonsala banaatee hai.™
Bagaavat ke bigul phoonkegee ik din dekh lena tum,
Jo peedhee har ghadee apamaan ka vishapaan karatee hai.'®

In this way, Prof. Vashisht Anoop has not only enriched the traditions of Hindi Ghazal but has
also connected them to modern social and political contexts. His Ghazals not only reflect love and
personal emotions but also provide a deep social and political view on various aspects of society.
Vashisht Anoop's Ghazals highlight complexities at the personal and social level, and his words have
the unique ability to express the truths of contemporary society. His Ghazals have a mixture of
sensitivity and satire, which not only inspires readers to think deeply but also makes them aware.
Through his works, he raises his voice against the inequalities, corruption, and injustice prevalent in
society. His writings are highly influential not only from a literary point of view but also from a social
point of view.

Prof. Vashisht Anoop's writing teaches us that the medium of Ghazal can be as effective in
expressing the problems of society and politics as it is in expressing love and beauty. Thus, his
literature bears a deep commitment and a powerful message towards society.
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