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g o f fave qof 21 1956 & Sifffaw @ aRT (23) @1 uRafia @=a gv Ige e 4 =
F1 AfeR sifaarfea uResr g fuar g & wrr faarfRar &1 f e swa ey & e
B AT R ARSR fear war rad 39 Al o Faa Felr e forg Siaw ara+ g 1R
AT B | N g STRifreR iffrad (2005) & 9RT 15 (1) # T g Wit & @it
arell FHIf H STRINSR @ a1 a1 @ T 1=vg 368 gont rfd Afeer & ariRer & gem
oy (Uf) @ aIRE O TS AT WIE BT gF Infe Bl weafiwar & i & o f5 v Rafy #
gl & B | “SNMUGTY 3R 3 I T TR 3R 3T (2009)" HE° H WK b O
qEM d18 B g Afeen fgar 8 T \gd arell 7 S99 AR SR 9T B) fofy @ ATl
fOdT & oy U Ao QAT | 9= o 81 IR 9 B Afden 7 garT fdare fhar A = A A
fOaT 7 SW M ger iR I UF I A e Wl iR WA v Sfiad wre § @
HuferRn @ifSid & AR 9 | g4 Bls a9 9 89 &I S H 9 Arar fUar 98 |uf
TE UT A Niele I9 59 MY 91 3R AR FEld ufd @ aiRE B 7 & W e R
15 Ui & dIRE Bl FrIffdar ool & | B, STRIT®R IR W& sifoid JuRy uR ar] 8l
BT © 1t VAl <= A g @1 W@ il WuRT § Ara ue aRigd A a9aR el far S
HAHAT & AR R g FAT § SI&T el I RO G289l ®f o 9l &I 21 A fora
ST 2 O 3eRT ¥ Bl R Q1| AR @5 AMINe gdee § g9 bl d¢1 &l |41 714




105 FRA AT 3t {og Ateen Azt sitee (e a et st et fgerson)

foram ST SIS 1 @8 98 SdI SUHRT R AT 9 B AT hx ofies 2oy 3§ o o= # a8
|IT gl BT AT 8] |

S 99 SR Ugd FuRT 4 93 9 g3 § 99 SRIOaR 3g 99 3 A1 FeiRd
2 gt va g Uge wrufa # 9 SiffeR &1 o ol I aR \adt & W9 S\a fuar @t
g 2005 & WA AAFRH & 9”9 B9 & a6 g8 ©f | JEfl §9 A H T 2020 H
B I 99 fAar 2 7(2020) B B H AFEARY STAdH ST $ A9 ool B a9 |
I8 HEd gY fF Tdh 91 o | & fOar @) Huly | aRe & gaforg weed (2005) @1 AN
as foar Shfad & o =1 a8 il & | 98 vl anda # e W@Td 37 &eH & S @
TS Wl 9T @ U8 § | SWRIh arq @ v &1 gRemd <ifte e &l ifis
IR P T B U BT TG GAM SRIUSR  FERT ¥ mavdd i guRl &
ffafiyd 8 &1 AT TR R B |

feg STIfeR s & S 1 dees A 7 98 WREE § R A9 oS faae
ARZFATAT & U SAD! AU HURT & I§ U [qaRONT U2 8 | A Hedl & b b & & ao
TR B 8 U U 1 98 © fF S BRI H W SHHT AU Ga BT Dls BR A8l BT Aaf
T ol & F9F I gl T2 BT & 9T BN AR FHS 7, W18 ff e ded, 1S g WR T
PN GHATST B WRT BT 97 U &k a1 3R W Ifear Y a9 @ S g/ 99 38 3N
HATS ID! AT AMAI I8 gAY al ga AT fUdr &1 FuRT H =1 9RT 781 <=1 =red! |
ARAR AHISTE @aeer H fUFad &1 ofs 4 96 59 3D 3l 91 d88 fcd & adifd
HHERI: ARAR o1 T8l @redl IR Al v aRRefy # v+ Siiad ame 8 @i Afden
(ferar qemmggeT aReHN) o1 1 ArEdl € O WIE BT o Tal d A Al IFHT (HMUHR & AR
BTSN Ufhar s+l Sifed & RIifd STRI®HR B 307 ol # HGWId guf <&l 8 Afely dig
SReRdHE ARl 991 Aie & FEANT W SMaeIhdrddR Uge HuRT # U HNT o &1 uT |
9 Aed ¥ gadd URued ¥ g8 Juferd B Sfrar © | g, SINIGR BId gU AsEdl &
IROTHT R A1efd 989 &1 iR SH@T fharaad ST TR W 81 ) 39H guR Al 81 Fa
3R ARl B ST AfBR A1 e G |

e —

1. S, 3RfA< (2010). < & : 3N &3, IoIdHAd ThRM sde fofics, 78 fieel 110 032, IS 9.
6.

THIIMEE (2019). AT AR STAR—WIRT BT [qeaepier, FUTd YuRaad, T8 fQoell, T H@IT—363.
S 3RfA= (2015). STRIDGR g9 GAMIBR |, oA YuRaad, faeell 110 032, IS HAT— 26.
AT g9 HS @. fISd (2014) retrived from Indian kanoon — http://indiankanoon-org-

3T THTI 3R =T g9 T aRT 3R 3= (2009) web link — http://indiankanoon-org/doc/1651663-
e 3 99 AT Il (2020) web link — Indian kanoon http://indiankanoon-org/doc/67965481.
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WRHRI URIffe femera & Rrem yomel «®

PIfdS—19 B T9T
(&S TR @ 9eH ¥ o ARSI 3edH)
e *

MY AR — TR eI WRHN URIfe fJemadl o Riem gormell W) Sifds—19 #gMN & 99E
& ded 7 B, O f& oy & gficpror 9 arniferd vd aifie § | difde—19 A8 1 R fasg &1
U Fue H forar qn difde—19 HMR 7 GOl fa%q &1 YR HRa-T R Ufddhel Ydd STe]
g, AT & Rl & &7 W Hifds—19 &I 980 & THRIAD YA/ UST 8 | I8 ey URifAs qd
fgdiae Aidl WR MR © AT AIT &7 & WU H IR IS DI A G, e Bl for
AT | 9RA S B AT b ge A FIH F9 Y Bl G IS YR D WK
T faemeral & R youmell W Bifds—19 HeMRI & Y9I &1 AT FHH € | 3T &
A AEPR I §RT Abs] HIBU 8g 20 AR e fGernedl & Jeeagdl & a3
forar T 2| o s H sriwel & faveryvr 9 ¥z ey fwerar @ % Qe 95 201920 @
il @1 e gomell R Pifde—19 HT yME gAGH BT B, Said WfEd FF 2020-21 B
fenfSrar &1 Rrem wgaven g8 we & wwifad g8 2|

g Hpd bifds—19, e gomel, TR, urerfie e |

SRS -~ HFG ARIAT & siderd H UET Ugell R B3N 9 Al amuer 7 @yl fasg @ aud
T | of foram g, sruersil Bl ggd YR Sfaerd 8T € yd H S dTell g1 | FSl 37ual Bl
TG G WETEl dd 1UdT HEIEIul & ¢B Sl 96 & Aifd @ 2| Ifes e i faa
Jg B A1 U BIed 8¢ 99 & gds UId &I ST g8 R H ST Hifde—19 AMd dRRE
S HIS U ORT IA [ & FAKT g JAT I IS ANRS J91fdd g o1 81 I8 | |

PIfde—19 FeMRI 7 R fI=g &1 v @1 @8 o Reafd o ugan fear 31 ¥R 2019 &t
A q PIfdS—19 IRRT B BT P G &1 off R 30 STHaxl 2020 B A9 ¥ 379+ <97 H
IR JATUTADTA A fhar a8 fasg Taed |6 Seeg Ud 3 7 30 THaN! &I I ST IR
B Ifge suTddETd BINT fHaT | PIfds—19 a—IRT - AYUT 9T & MURYT A= Bl el
g faur @R ud 9t aamma uded el WRed WaRll & A« Rrm b o8 W
PIfTS—19 BT 98 &l UlTqRd I4Td U< |

12 919 ¥ IRd & 941 e e 98 e Ry Y| RA AR A I araEdl @
HIYUT 24 A9 2020 F P, 3fd Tb ARA dfigd WR R DIAS—19 A g1fdd gl a1 gl H wnfired
B T AT IRAI er gomell [ TRE ¥ Siihargd deeli W iR g, 5 wed «ifdew
TreIfies oIt AreAfie TR @ Rl sifherrsT Homell ©R iR § <91 # ararddl @1 gl ¥ 98d 9R
Thl TGS DI S8 AAATg BeTsll BT FaTeld dx ol [oT9d F9 B T 999 w9 A
eI # et 37 2| R & &7 § Ry wu 9 waife Jeam e Ruem gt o1 gan @
e Rl uomell § e wfie faemerl @ Rrm raven W difds—19 &1 Adid
THRIHAD J41G Ul B, ol &3 & Thall & ol § Wb Treiffe [Jenel & urd d|esl &1

* 3 BTF, TSR, Arfoe fasme & aara s 3T, S wrgaen st wstg gaare
fafaemer, @, ST wew |

** gHIRIYE AHER, HATSIRITE, Ao faeM U6 ST ot faam, € wrqaer fism wsia geata
fafaenem, Taee, ST TR |
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TG AT AfTaDT &1 e Rerfa 7 7er R &1 # uraifie fRreT caa=elm &1 e AT R
fear 2| vl & RO & R 9RA # 14 aRIe WG & dor 13 aRie "rafie & e
HIfae—19 FEMRI F YA B dTet BTA § & 2 \aiftie w91fad 89 arel sl & 998 &
Jgifis IReT T we@ — WA egdd WReN wafie fememi Y Rrem womel w
DIfIS—19 WEMRI & U9 W digd 2| 30 Ig A ygd Agifde wU A IMUsT &
THTSTIA U9 e & FHores ¥ Hdfdd 8| 3mucell & &R AMifvie e § 3 dTel
Hifer gRacs dorr fquar &1 H A9l & S aeR H AT dTel daald bl AHISTD JLI
AEdqul B Sl 2| URIE GARRMEl R, &, Hed W arn § b fuRkEl @ e
AT ¥y U9 o Rigid o @ oy Ag@yul oddR UeM 9x’d § ddifd
AHEd Tad H I SN GHITH UfBATsl DI FFMRI oY F9I B H I 8 &
forg arm wR <t § &R 9gur ol gugeR &1 AEWe 9 < 1 IR Sredae SiRaH
TATST & FHSTITAN SIqUReT T a8, SIReH A &) SIaURT Bl SdaRd 96 o
gferarfed fam 21 SaR™ 9% (1992) &1 AFFT & & SiRew &1 faavor o9 Huar 9 ST @
SIRgH T HUGI(EHIIAN) b SN & JShATURI & 3fid FF=IdT &I WR ST SHar s
SIREH BT WR a1 & () BFMT | g9 991 IR SIRGHT BT U1 3R Aol A MHiNd
A B, o9 fAuia eg=Tar SIRgdl & g=rdl 3R oy wdl g [

HRIFT HETERI I S0~ Reafd 7 SR 96 &1 SIRIA TaS &1 JI@eIRom b1 aRdref &x fear
2| Ul dIaEsl & AR |ed SIf¥d Tl Bl AR BT AHAT BIAT UST AT | UK
JI H WRAN WAfAe fereral @ e gumell iR Bifds—19 & U9d &1 AHISTSIRA

faeetyor & @1 v fear 8 R @8 749 9@l R UG Sfd o 9a ol Afas |
amueT @ Refadl & s # Iuarfl &1 | |

A & :— S FAR Tdd 7 3 AR U : ghac Y Usfe difds—19 3iF Toyde
39 ST # I8 unn ® 6 39 dfas wemr 9 ¥R & &9 o1 e ywifad fear 81 S
@ SR BIAS—19 7 FANIl & ATF—HTT faWR W1 Ua By &, & 3R F&i o1 Riem &
fSfTeelipRor @ BT 7™ o1 @1 91 PXd & g8l Ig W gaH P v by § 6 wRa o
A WU A TS B ddb [Sioice Al & 81 Ugardl § Fobdl © | Hifd fSiTeeiaror
DI MR WA N 9RA H U 9949 T8l 3 | wfasy # o gAifoai 9 e & forg o=
Us S o ( aR) & A8 &I |AsK gU fSRiiea daiie &l doiqd Td J91dl a9 TR
SR fear ) AR ye” femd d%s 3 gl Sifp difds—19 oifF vgaeH Riew: # @8
AN BT U AT € P 39 HEER 7 Q0 AR RIeA yormetl B qried ax A g1 55
IR WEMRI & T MR e Jomell Haw 1fded A9d ged ¥ IO 8 | AR TS B
ATAR AATZT BN BT AT ITHATg HeArall &1 A &l of Fabell & A1 B s
FeTd BE H Wedd U7 ARl B[R dNg - BIfds—19 WEN 3R s I - U
fageryor 3 I8 e R BT AN fHA1 € P Afkge wemNl & $1a § dffad g BT v
IR TRAT| §97 JATAR MRS AR A9 7 39 Agd 99 H Ml ufigfaan & A8 &=,
G IRII—URRMT B AT A FR IoHY Uhojed] d ASMRI BT AHAT B dl IR
FB IR & BT 39 MR & 9T H Ifas Aqa w1 emma eT @ et guRem gR fasg
DI AT TS| I Sdd — 3T @I RiRed 39 Bige rike difds—19 Usfa— #
U T H R & b ARG H AT wersll & oy SMERA e ol fl R aRE 9
IR & 2 orfl usl Sewve, fagd omgfd @em £ AfT @ &3 H &R e e @
ST 2 |
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T BT SLI:

o WK WAHe fIeneadl @1 Rrem yomell W difde—19 F8MNI & 4G & 37edIH

DT |

o RGN WA [Iemerdl H AT Hesil & Fared &I gAIfadl BT ATIT BT |
oMY UGf: -— TR eI H WY & Il Ud UPMA & MR R JUHIHD A Afded Bl
TR fam T 2
e — wRa gy H <a e B gRT d@As; WER & 20 WRGN ARIfE [Ererdi &
NITEATISD] BT T AR TG & foly IR ST & w4 | fhar 1 7 |
I BT &F — ST Bl e F IR B I I AT IR IR DI IS AETS
YER BN T WRBN Wi [Femadl R Bifide—19 HHRI & U91d BT ALTIT B & oIy
frar T 2| dEEe WER H god 199 WHN W femes 21 199 werfie fermeral @
10% SR1ER 19.9 3ffd 20 faemerd &1 =@v9 <9 fAeeq fafy & fear w21 aRve R
ARAPR BRI TETSH A YIS 199 WAAed fdemedl § 4 died ugfd &1 W #=d gU 20
RGN WA fqemert & a9+ srga+ &g fhar mar 2|
Y P! TP — TGS e & RGN UIHe fIamerdl & YA dl & aa= eqdT
@ SHE B WU ¥ fHA T 2| wgmRAge Qe &1 qRaw g9 & | 8 fdene |
AT T SIH®RI SUSES PRI P A BT &, UMY THHRAYS] HT a9 JLAT Bl
SHE & wU H BT AT 2| qT Hheld & SUGRUT U9 UAR— UA orFdd H aedl &
Ao wfie vd fgdas 9 & 9al 9 fear w21 ofel wefie SueRy & WY H
TR TR BT MM fbar 11 & 981 fgdigsd dial § ua—uf3ere, Rad v srgwen
Ftell & ufdedr &l I fhar a1 8 | FUBIT Ifidhs! & Guled Ud Jad- & Ugard Ifibs|
@ favelvor & foru onidsl B ARVidg @Re AR SMgRT o uferd & gRT aRumHl &
faeeryor farar wam 2 |
fIeeiuor —atega & | uTa Jedl B IRGABROT U4 faveryor snrferRad &

dfereT shHie— 1
Tafad aifie faereadl § Tifed BEl @ IRIRl P G&ar 3R Sude AEgd B B
Rerfer |
B | g wafAe fQurer URIART BT TR ATIRYT BT TS B
1. TG 85 50 05
2. frerereT 50 40 10
3. IS 120 110 48
4. Foa ST 95 90 40
5. BT 120 50 10
6. IR gl 80 70 30
7. ACEIS 100 80 30
8. R 40 35 15
9. T ST 130 100 79
10. EERCS] 35 25 09
11. fereettar 86 86 29
12. IR TR 68 68 25
13. TAM g4 gRAT 150 150 30
14. RS TTE TerH 50 50 20
15. IJIRT TS 140 140 40
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16. JToTTe TR 30 25 10
17. JATeTH 91T 65 45 16
18. (EERIREN 42 30 12
19. TR Tord 40 25 15
20. EICHICRC 150 30 08
IR 1676 1319 481
e 83.8 65.95 24.05

TIfABT HHIB 1 B ATAIDBT A W BT & b IRpRI Wi faemerai & siaa+ 102
faemeff ued &1 sfiwdw 102 faemeff 84 uRari & e &, wofAe fereal # yewt o
faenfort @ 84 uRART H & 66 URAR & U A B & AT 66 § A HIF 24 & UNT &I
HEHE 2| Tafad 20 uiAe ferel # W 50% faemeal @ uRARi @ Uy eiad 24
WEHE A A HF WEhH 2| W W fered € W'l ued e et & 9w 5 15 &
IRART & U BT SUTL 2 |

Aol SfpeSd & a6 IR U AR A JAUDI B [Jerad d§ IuRerd I8 &1
IS SIRT HR faaAr or| s Pefell & "eud | BH & e | e &7 WA fdha
ST JET T, W SAels @awel WReR weifie faenedl § gars $u ¥ el 9d 9! | Fifd
e ®U W HHGIR IRIRT & I & WRBR Wafie f[Aenadl § ugd € | aIferer wHie 1 &
g ¥ Jg W Ul gaar ® b e wafie fJemeral #§ uen drer 102 et @ 84
URaR § | A 24 URAR E U qedi DI AAATST e bl FiAUT IuTH IR Fhdl @ |
TS TS & AH | U8 W) STHeRI el § f6 W\rdwe 9Re 9RaRt &1 va g7
ot ¥ S 9T ¥ gexie giduT & T8 o Uil iR WEMl 9@ dig ufafhar SifHersd AreaH |
T8 PR T |

dqrfereT HHid - 2
s T 2019-20 B e & wrewmw QUi B o Rfar
st e Jer v
81-90% 4 20.0 20.0
91-100% 16 80.0 80.0
A 20 100.0 100.0

qiferdt HAG 2 3 T8 T BT & fh BIfde—19 AgMN & RO fJeneral & 4 g9
A qd Afere FF 201920 & fIenfidi &1 drewshA T QT B gt o7 | dlfeldl 2 W WK ©
5 80% faermeral &1 ST o1 | 100% UTGAHA YRT & T AT, SHd A1 &1 20% fdenedl &
faemieial &1 A1 a1 F 90% UTSUHH URT BT T T |

arferdr e — 2.1
3fers | 2019-20 & ¥Rl & qeaied & Rfa
Jmgfa sifcreTe g7 e
2 3 15.0 15.0
3 17 85.0 85.0
TN 20 100.0 100.0

qIIdT 21 A I8 WK © b AMerd T 2019-20 & A=Al &1 qediepd 4 95 9 g4
faf=1 ==olf gen w3 Wl vd orf aififes wlem & U H B @ o7 | AfAdT 2.1 & fageryor
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H g8 rpy Mo © b Qe |93 2019-20 & 85 % VRGN WS fdemeral & faemfSmi
H1 4 9 gd I IR qouidd 2 FF Wersll Td Ue farfie uiem & el 8 @l o, S
A1 B 15 % fIenedl & BTA & Jedidhd &I IR Fu~ & ol o |

aifeTdTr HHID - 2.2
IMd® T 2020-21 H RIS el & v-—Ree ue 3 Reafy
amgfa yfcrera Iy wfcrera
fRreror © \wr | 1 5.0 5.0
Rrerrer wfafafy & wwawr § 1 5.0 5.0
SN, 18 90.0 90.0
qRT 20 100.0 100.0

qiferdT HHid 2.2 A Ig Udl Iaddl © 1o 90% ferd BE AU e ud RreorR
Tfafafrdl & & § g § 5% &1 WU RIeTvr gg U7 Ui & UfRd &1 6ud dHae e
HTaf T B3 ¢ |

diferedT wHi® — 2.3
26 January T &S TF 2020-21 & YUT Ure=smd o Rafa
amgfa gfererd dg ufaerg
71-80% 9 45.0 45.0
81-90% 10 50.0 50.0
91-100% 05.0 05.0
TG 20 100.0 100.0

drfereT HhHih 2.3 & fazeyur | = gar © fb afe aRRefaar @ gl o 26
ST 2021 T | 2020-21 & IeiSi &1 urcashd, 45% el & 991 § fb 71 9 80%
dd Ureashd ol &1 ST, 50% fdeneral & fedl &1 911 © 81 | 90% A Bl UIsashA ORI
B Sfrar e faey uRRefc™l 9 5% &1 AT 8 f 26 SFERl d@ 100% UIGHSHH R R
TR H JRIERT BT < B |

qIferdT HHI® 2¢ 2.192.2 TAT 2.3 & ATAGT B 9 I8 W BT 2 & e
[fAfeId 20 FRHNI TrIfe el o1 R gomell R difde—19 HeMRI &1 fha=r wra usT
2| o dIferdr 2 T 2.1 & fawelvor & MR R I ey Mdear & f6 At w3 2019-20
& el @1 R R difide—19 F8MRI &1 JWa 9gd SATaT T8l Ul 80% fdemedl & BT
T JYAT UTGAHH GRT IR gab o WY 20% [deierdl &1 W ST 5 H 10% UISashd oY &
o | Uf&e §F 2019-20 & NSl & freor W PIfds—19 & THRIHG y9E I8 o fH
fenfSrt &1 arfifes aer Fu= =1 8 Har o |

TAMTRT HHIG 2.2 TAT 2.3 & (AT IR TAMT TIHAS [Femedl & Jer=aas o
I IRl & IMER WR I8 Ty Mdberar & b férd ¥3 2020-21 & fqenfai &1 Rren
FeRAT TR PIfAS—19 HBMRI HI 980 &1 THRIHAD TG TSl © | YIS & Aedd 4 I8
A THPR fell & WEHA gRe IAHEDl BT UH g1 a7 2 il G7I § seic giaar &
TE o UTar iR HEH d® BIs Ufafhar ofiFegd wredd W A8 xar 21 3 o
RICH §1 WIST IFRE Bifde—19 UISMHP: I H Icqq Mol 41 39 Ty W Ugad & &
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< H BTSRRI gomell A a1 @ H WRAR FEAr dreifiiel [ 9 | IR T8 2 3
gexe faga omyfd don € T @ &3 A 3R i e & savaddr 7 |

Ih fITeU] & MR W I§ b8 Ahd © (b dlfde—19 FEMEN 1 Haild JHAM
Siferes 3 2020-21 & el o1 R egaven & fhar g AR wer & gg W o g3 b
WHN T faenerdl # Sficsd Feell & Fared H 9gd GG § by AN gAaal ol
R PR B U B AlTelgT PN UIAHD P gedl b (oY 2ass s |

forepy — SRS T TIfABIRN BT favelyor o)1 & gard dam aafd fJereil & M=t
A 9aad B Hoawd Jg pY dperdr € f difds—19 78MRI & Afed FF 2019-20 ©
el @1 Riequr sawen R #I5 @™ dfdae 99E T8l U, ddd Sd! dfYd gl g1 T8l
g ! off | wRg Aférd A 202021 & fAenfri @ Rrewr waven o wre @ 91T g8 2
ORI WAfe faemerdi H iFelsd dersll &1 9gd 39d el &, 39 fderedi H e ard
BIH-BIARIT & JAIadh! & 3Nfde Rfd wWxg off & BIfds—19 & RO o+ I dreredl
T 393 Rafq &1 iR W <+ o1 fear, e ao1g 9 R ifvas! & o SewE o
A1 g8 W a7 N @I aos | U B H HHI Y $edc GiawT Tl ]I U | 3fd: Wfed
T3 2020-21 & fAEnfrl @ ugrE fa9y wu W WReR) wrfie feraat #§ g <& 2

RGN Wi fqeneal & S & ova ud fJenfSRf @& uRart o anfdre Rerfa
9 B9 & BRUT AT BeTRl & Tl H AAfRId THRITY 31T J&T § |

e —

1. TR IRz, | BIfaS—19 AR iR AfRgd oI U feeyor e qracil e wReRT af 22 3fk 1,
Sai—s 2020 go 9.
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&M 2B A ARl Al forerteot 2ot ATl a6t
gtefes- fReetfcr TR Tga

HIGT SFhR*

S O @ AEH Y MR H 99 & RAa¥ Jod MR dRA BT Hudl @ M
Refy = w1 yvE g1, I8 <9W @ IR B T 2| AT A g e # s
U Td fUoel <9 anf § g9 & gAqq Hed MuRY § SAR—<eE 9 999 | 99 b
AT FHIT Y BT URGAPROT fBIT TAT 8| WRBR §RT S HaH IoTPR b HYD| Bl
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Impact of Agitation of Gorkhas of Darjeeling in 2017 on School
Education : Perception of Students of Darjeeling District

Ms. Prerna Mukhia*
Dr. Sweta Dvivedi**

Abstract:- The education of Darjeeling hills cannot be defined without the insertion of strike caused by
the agitation. Although the agitation can be used as a medium or opportunity to express a public
referendum that can bring several changes, the deceleration of education can also be observed. The
standard of the education of Darjeeling is deteriorating since it is adversely affected by the strikes
nowadays. The immediate shut down in the region, involvement in the rallies, picketing, curfew all
these factors have compelled the educational institution to degrade. The paper investigates how 2017
agitation has affected the educational institutions of Darjeeling, how the students, including the local
community, are affected by agitations. It recommends how the stakeholders, policymakers, and
academic bodies jointly make decisions initially for the growth of education in the district of
Darijeeling.

Keywords: 2017 Agitation, Gorkhas, School Education.

Introduction:- The history of agitation in Darjeeling cannot be explained without the insertion of
agitation. Agitation in Darjeeling hills has become a common phenomenon of growing inconsiderate
policy-making relationships between the authority and the public. Darjeeling located in the lesser
Himalayas at an elevation of 6,700 ft. (2,042.2m) is a small town which has a partially autonomous
status within the state of West Bengal. The district can be divided into two broad divisions: the hills
and the plains. The three major towns and the sub-divisional headquarters in the district are
Darjeeling Kurseong and Mirik. Total hilly region of the district comes under the Gorkhaland
Territorial Administration (GTA), a semi-autonomous administrative body under West Bengal
Government. The educational institutions of Darjeeling are facing uncertainty because of the strikes.
As it has been said in the opening sentences, the agitation of Darjeeling hills has a long history. In the
year 1980, SubhasGhisingh, the late president of Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC) outstretched
the demand for the creation of separate state Gorkhaland within India, engraved out of hills of
Darjeeling and area of Doors and SiliguriTerai adjoining Darjeeling. In year 1986, 2007, 2013 also
Gorkha people raised their voices for the separate state; Gorkhaland.

An agitation exhilarated in West Bengal during June 2017 to September 2017. The protest bid by
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) was initiated after West Bengal Government pronounced Bengali
language as compulsory language in all the schools across the state. The GJM administered area of
Darjeeling, Kurseong, and Kalimpong, where most people speak Nepali, were not ready to accept the
Government's decision. The Government later decided that Bengali would be offered as an optional,
second, or third language in the hills in. However, the GIJM declined the Government's decision and
reinforced the protest, which led to the revitalization of the old demand for the separate state of
Gorkhaland. Therefore, the indefinite strike was called, which led to the shut down in the entire region.
There were extensive illustrations of violence that include riots, arson, burning of the vehicle,
Government properties, and houses.
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** Assistant Professor, Department of Education, Mizoram University, Aizawl, Mizoram
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The students’ have been directly or indirectly involved in the agitation of 2017. There is a long
history of participation of students in the strikes worldwide. Students sometimes participate in the
agitation for the educational issues such as reduction of the fees, process of admission, improvement in
the resources, campus conditions, lack of infrastructural facilities, poor administration of institution,
economic or social concerns in which they register their presence as a stakeholder of the society/nation.
(UGC 1960) (Rojas, 2011).

The activities during the agitation in which participation of students can be witnessed are
students’ union, rallies, picket line participation, participation in a public demonstration, office
occupation, and other types of support (Giguere&Lalonde, 2010) but it can be understood easily these
kinds of activities, distance the students from academics and eventually it affects their academic
performance and the same thing can be seen as a result of students’ participation in the agitations
(directly or indirectly) in the Darjeeling hills.

Rationale of the Study:- The agitation which started in June 2017 in the Darjeeling hills lasted for
more than three months. It had taken a toll on the students, their parents, and the teachers who are the
most critical stakeholders of education. Some common problems related to students were observed
during the agitation. These problems were more severe for the students who were in the last year of
their secondary or higher secondary classes and were about to appear in the board examinations. Thus,
the study highlights all the crucial points of the educational system, which was affected by the agitation
of 2017. The investigators have focused on finding out the impact of agitation on education,
educational institutions, and different education stakeholders. The study was aimed to analyze the
impact of agitation, and it came up with some recommendations. Since all the schools of Darjeeling
hills were affected by agitation; the researcher tried to include schools of all three boards i.e., Central
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), Indian Certificate of Secondary Education (ICSE), and West
Bengal Board of Secondary Education (WBBSE) as the sample of the study.During the agitation of
2017, the educational institutions of the hilly regions of Darjeeling district and Kalimpong district were
most affected. In the study the rural and urban areas which were part of Darjeeling hills were selected.
With above justifications, the investigators have shed light on every possible way to fill up the gaps.
Objectives of the Study

1) To find out the impact of agitation of 2017 on school education in Darjeeling.

2) To find out the problems faced by students during the agitation of 2017 in Darjeeling.
Delimitation of the Study

1. The researcher has delimited the study to the selected schools of the Darjeeling hilly region.

The researcher did not focus on Kalimpong's schools since its announcement as a separate

district in February 2017.

2. The researcher has included only those students from secondary and higher secondary classes
who appeared in the board examinations of the academic year 2017-2018 and passed.
Method :- A descriptive method has been adopted for the study.
Population and Sample :- The target population of the present study consists of all the schools and
students of government and non-government schools of the Darjeeling hill area studying in the final
year of secondary and higher secondary classes in the session 2017-18

Sample and Sampling Technique :- To select the appropriate and a representative number of sample
200 students studying in the final year of secondary and higher secondary classes in the session 2017-
18, were chosen. Out of 200 students, 100 students were from class 11™ and rest of 100 students was
from graduation 1% year. At first, 30 schools of Darjeeling hill area (15 rural and 15 urban) were
selected randomly and 100 students from these selected 30 schools were selectedusing simple random
sampling technique. 3-5 students from these schools were interviewed. To select 100 students who
appeared in the board examination of class 12" in the year 2018, again simple random sampling
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technique was adopted. Investigators selected 5 colleges randomly. Further, 20 students from each
college were interviewed.

Tool used for Data Collection :- To collect the data for this study a semi-structured interview schedule
was developed by the investigators. This interview schedule was prepare keeping in mind the impact of
2017 agitation on schools, the status of the 2018 board examination, the problem faced by students, and
their views regarding agitation. As per the requirement and nature, the content validity of the tool was
established. The final draft of the interview schedule comprised of 21 items.

Statistical Treatment of Data :-The data collected through the interview schedule were analyzed
using frequency and percentages. As the interview schedules were semi-structured, the responses
received were also analyzed by using content analysis.

Major Findings of the Study :-
The responses received from students were analyzed and given below.

e Majority of the students reported that imposition of any language over mother tongue as a
medium of instruction is a deceitful step taken by the Government.

e Schools in both the rural and urban areas of Darjeeling Hill could not organize important
events likel5th August, Teacher's Day, School’s foundation day etc. because of strike caused
by the agitation 2017

e As per the finding of the study, majority of the schools were close during the entire time of
agitation. However, few schools of urban areas managed to continuously run the academic
activities adopting specific measures like temporarily shifting to the other division of the
district (the plain division where strike wasn’t lead). The authority of the schools offered
tuitions, hired rented buildings, marriage halls, community halls in the both the hill and plain
division of the district for the conduction of classes. However, there was a lack of
infrastructural facilities in the rented buildings which were hired for the commencement of
classes. The students of the rural area suffered more than the students of urban area, because
no such measures were adopted by the rural schools.

e The incidents like the burning of the school's property, riots, etc., did not occur in the
Darjeeling Hill at the time of agitation 2017 and if such incidences were there, these were
rarely because only a few students reported that apprehension/incidents like the burning of
school property, riots, etc., took place during the agitation period.

e Students did not come across any direct inconvenience created by the agitators.

e The measures adopted by some schools were not applicable and was not possible for many
schools. Therefore, the teachers were asked to complete the remaining syllabus at their own
residence during the agitation period.

o Classes were taken unofficially in the urban areas during the period of agitation. After the
agitation, majority of schools (rural and urban) conducted extra classes to avoid academic loss
of students.

e Schools of the rural area could covered fewer courses.

e Majority of the students missed the classes during the agitation of 2017 therefore they faced
problems in restarting academic activities after the agitation of 2017.

e The Government did not provide security measures and transportation facilities during the time
of agitation for the safety of students and teachers in Darjeeling hill.

e Students had an opinion that examination conducted after the 2017 agitation had an adverse
effect on their academic performance.

e Students from the rural as well as from the urban area felt that they achieved less percentage
compared to their standard.
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e Majority of students answered the ban internet connection created problem because of which
they couldn’t take admission in several schools and colleges in and outside the state, which
resulted in losing their one year.

e Students of both rural and urban areas engaged themselves in self-study during the period of
agitation. They reported a certain change in their study habits during the period of agitation.

e According to students, agitation of 2017 was not beneficial for the students' academic interest.
The study of Johnson (2011), Fiksenbaum et al., (2012) and Ajayi (2013) also support this
finding of the present study. Majority of the students had an opinion that agitation should occur
without disturbing academic institutions.

Discussion and Conclusion :-The major objective of the present research study was to measure the
impact of the 2017 agitation on education that took place in the district of Darjeeling. To achieve this
objective, the perception of students about 2017 agitation and the problems faced by them during this
period was studied. The issues for which the 2017 agitation was initiated have not been completely
redressed, so the stakeholders who were most affected academically during the agitation needed to be
consulted and the suggestions proposed by them should be implemented so if the similar problems arise
in the future, minimum educational loss can be ensured.

A democratic agitation without disturbing academic institutions can be accepted to some
extent. The students reported that the motive of this agitation 2017 was right, but involvement of
academic institutions' in agitations is not acceptable. Some students reported that the introduction of the
Bengali language in the school curriculum is valid, as it is an important language, especially for the
people living in West Bengal. However, Nepali Language should also be given equal importance.
While at the same time, the majority of the students reported that, mother-tongue has no substitute.
Therefore, the introduction of the Bengali language as a compulsory subject and medium of instruction
was not an appropriate step taken by the Government of West Bengal. According to the students of
Darjeeling hill, the agitation of 2017 hampered educational system. Although the syllabus was
completed on time, it was managed hastily arousingdissatisfaction among the students. Mostly the
students of 10th and 12th standards were under pressure. Students felt that they lost their interest and
confidencein the academic career. They faced compatible issues in restarting the studies after a long
gap of agitation. Some students of Darjeeling hill ended up getting low marks in the board examination
because steps/measures adopted by teachers and the school authority were also not suitable for them.
Internet was banned in the region at the time of agitation. Therefore, the work which relies on the
internet, especially filling an online application form, was not possible at that time due to which some
students were compelled to lose one year. Since fewer schools were shifted to the other area, adjusting
with the weather of that place was very difficult for some students. Students reported that taking extra
classes to cover the syllabus was one of the most suitable steps adopted by the teachers.

Students of Darjeeling Hill put together a far-reaching loss of education because of agitation
2017. Board examination results of the students of rural area of Darjeeling Hill were more affected. It
may be because the school authority of the rural area could not adopt certain measures for the
continuation of academic activities as compared to the school authority of the urban areas.
Transportation facility was neither provided to the student nor to the teachers, to reach to the other area
of the district and in particular places where classes and tuitions were conducted. It is also important to
keep in mind that these facilities were available for the students of urban areas. Board examinations
started as scheduled, and majority of the students accepted that their performance had been negatively
affected by agitation. Though, teachers took some extra effort and tried to complete the syllabus before
the board examination but according to the students course was completed in a very rush manner and it
was not beneficial to them.
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The losses which has been occurred in terms of marks or losing the year can’t be offset but
some positive changes also came up during agitation as most of the students oriented towards self-

study. Furthermore, on top of everything, there was no inconvenience caused by the agitators.

Darjeeling which is famous for the finest educational institutions across the country went
through an unhealthy environment. The findings of the study show that the educational system was the
most affected area. The discourse so far shows that the present and the future of education in the hilly
region of Darjeeling district will not be bright if the agitations are going to include the educational

institutions also.
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The Spirit of India : Hindu Philosophy in the
Select Novels of R.K. Narayan

Dr. Anju K.N. *

R.K. Narayan, a doyen in Indian English literature, has his literary fame resting on
Malgudi, the fictional world that he has created. The ethos of the Indian society, more specifically,
the Hindu society—its culture, philosophy and values—gets reflected through his novels. The bulk
of his fiction centres primarily on concepts connected with the Hindu religious pantheon. Stories
from Hindu myths, legends, puranas and epics suffuse his works.

Narayan firmly believed that a writer should be rooted in one’s own culture to render the
true essence of his/her homeland accurately. Underlying his conviction, the centuries old religious
and philosophical practices of his own country come to the forefront in his portrayals of Malgudi.
Born in a traditional Tamil Brahmin family, Narayan was well versed in the Hindu scriptures,
myths and legends, the love for them infused in him by his maternal grandmother. His religious
background and the traditional family upbringing initiated him into knowing the essence of the
Hindu philosophy. Narayan’s belief in the eternal spirit of ancient India, his deep regard for the
Shastras, his faith in the pre-ordained and karma-operating world, his philosophy of acceptance,
his belief in the phenomenal world as ephemeral and as ‘maya’, his awareness of the concepts of
the ‘Brahman’ and the ‘Atman’, and his belief in ‘moksha’ the ultimate liberation, all reflect the
core of the Hindu philosophy that he has imbibed. Steeped in the Hindu cultural and philosophical
ambience, he produced characters whose world view, many a time reflected his own.
Consequently, advaita vedanta, karmic world view, purusharthas, the cycle of samsara and
Moksha—concepts unique to the Hindu culture and way of life find a place in the life of the
Malgudi folk.

Narayan’s fictional oeuvre contains 14 novels, a number of short stories, and shortened
prose versions of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Quite interestingly, there is not a single
work where the doctrines or concepts prominent to the Hindu philosophy does not find a reference.
The Hindu concept of ‘ashramadharma’—Brahmacharya, Grihasta, Vanaprastha and Sannyasa—
the four stages of life through which a Hindu will ideally pass, finds reference in the Narayan
novels. The first two of his novels, Swami and Friends and The Bachelor of Arts deal with
‘Brahmacharya’, and the next two, The Dark Room and The English Teacher, with ‘Garhastya’.
Swami in Swami and Friends is a ten-year-old school boy trying to cope with the ‘sisya’ stage of
his life, with his aversion to Mondays with its dull routine of work and discipline after the freedom
of Saturday and Sunday, and his fear of the thin long cane of the school master. Chandran in The
Bachelor of Arts is a final year history student at Albert Mission College. Chandran’s student life
takes an unexpected turn with his meeting Malathi, the girl of his dreams. But as the horoscopes
mismatch, it becomes impossible for Chandran to marry the girl of his choice. Upon the failure of
his love affair, Chandran impulsively decides to take on ‘Sannyasa’, the final stage of
renunciation, skipping the other two stages of ‘Garhastya’ and ‘Vanaprastha’. But the ochre robe
that he wears and the self-mortification he imposes on his flesh do not grant him peace of mind.

* Associate Professor of English, T.M. Jacob Memorial Government College, Manimalakunnu,
Ernakulam Kerala.
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Gnawed by pangs of guilt, he returns to the loving fold of his family to resume his student life and
to consecutively follow the role of the householder, only to enter the other stages later.

The concept of ‘Ashramadharma’ is found mentioned in his other novels too. In The
English Teacher, the head master of the pyol school chooses ‘sanyasa ashrama’ as his life span as
predicted by his astrologer comes to an end. When the world-weary man finds himself alive even
after the predicted time, he understands that the time has come for him to renounce the worldly
affairs. “You may treat me as dead or as one who has taken Sanyasa Ashrama” (168), he
announces. In A Tiger for Malgudi, the Master who spiritually transforms the tiger is one such
sanyasi. He maintains: “What you see is my old shell; inside it’s all changed. ... My past does not
exist for me, nor a future....I have erased from my mind my name and identity and all that it
implies” (171).

In The Vendor of Sweets Jagan, the prosperous sweet vendor muses about entering the
stage of ‘Vanaprastha’ by retiring from his worldly life and living in the forest: “At sixty, one is
reborn and enters a new janma” (175). But Narayan does not fail to provide an ironic touch here.
Jagan who seemingly renounces his material possessions and asks his cousin to take charge of the
sweet shop is shown carrying his cheque book with him, and the cousin is to render the monthly
accounts correctly! Jagan’s renunciation can only be considered skin deep, a viable alternative to
escape from the problems created by his wayward son Mali. As G.S. Amur points out, Narayan’s
characters are controlled by values and ideas originating in their own culture, but their
understanding of these values and ideas reveal a high degree of complexity (124).

The world is ‘maya’ or ‘lila’ as per the Hindu doctrine, and the various passions and
attachments, quite illusory. It is this belief which helps Krishnan in The English Teacher overcome
the unsurmountable grief at the death of his beloved young wife: “There are no more surprises or
shocks in life....Nothing else will worry or interest me in life hereafter” (ET 96). The passive
acceptance of fate associated with the Hindu doctrine of predestination offers consolation to the
Narayan characters. Failure does not necessarily signify defeat at the personal level, rather it is tied
to one’s fate and karma. In the cosmic scheme, the role of man is relegated to that of a puppet. And
there is no great sense of tragedy as the ‘cycle’ of life does not end in ‘this’ world. In The
Financial Expert, when the financial empire of the financial expert Margayya collapses, he
remains unruffled. His son Balu is unable to handle the failure but Margayya is ready to go back to
the banyan tree with his pen, trunk and ink bottle - his ancestral property, as he had done a decade
earlier, for a fresh start: “I hope the tree is still there....anything may happen thereafter” (FE 218).
Nagaraj in The World of Nagaraj is never bothered about anything which happens to himself or to
others because he knows that he is powerless to change the course of actions in the universe. That
which is to happen will happen after all. Though V. S. Naipaul vehemently criticises the Narayan
characters for their karmic world view and their spirit of passive acceptance (qtd. in Dnyate 22)
which is more like an act of deliberate withdrawal and inaction, it is this philosophy which pacifies
the bereaved souls of Malgudi.

The Hindu philosophy of ‘Karma’, the universal law of cause and effect, refers to the
totality of actions and reactions of an individual soul (Atman) in all his life cycles, determining the
course of his life. Consequently, beneficial actions reap beneficial results whereas destructive or
harmful actions, accumulated over the life cycles, bear negative results, rebounding in ‘this’ life or
in the cycle of ‘rebirth’. Many Narayan characters are influenced by this concept of ‘karma’.
Narayan’s award-winning novel The Guide portrays the story of Rosie the danseuse who soars to
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fame on account of her artistic skills and Raju the tourist guide and conman turned to the spiritual
guru of the place. Raju makes use of Rosie as a money minting machine by committing
programmes after programmes while Rosie unquestioningly obeys. But when Raju is imprisoned
for forgery, the comment that Rosie makes is significant: “I felt all along you were not doing right
things. This is karma. What can we do?” (192). As every other Malgudian, Rosie too believes in
the principle of cause and effect which directs the course of life and even the future existence of an
individual. Similarly, in The Vendor of Sweets, when Jagan understands that his pampered and
spoilt son Mali is arrested for carrying liquor with him, the loving father can only brood that a dose
of prison life may benefit him, as Mali deserves it: “A dose of prison life is not a bad thing. It may
be just what he needs now” (184).

In A Tiger for Malgudi too we find the concept of karma explained. When the tiger is
captured and made part of Captain’s circus team as Raja, he is put behind the bars and
continuously starved and tortured to elicit from him the proper response. The master has an answer
to this unwarranted suffering, which goes back to the cycle of ‘samsara’ and ‘karma’: “You
probably in a previous life enjoyed putting your fellow-beings behind bars. One has to face the
reaction of every act, if not in the same life, at least in another life or a series of lives. There can be
no escape from it. Now you have a chance to realize how your prisoners must have felt in those
days, when you locked them in and watched them day by day to measure how far you had
succeeded in breaking their spirits” (48). Misdeeds in a previous life can follow one in the present
life too.

In novel after novel, Narayan tries to portray the predicament of man in relation to the
universe. But it is in A Tiger for Malgudi published in 1983 that he deals in detail the aspects of
spiritual enlightenment, quite paradoxically, through the spiritual unfolding of a tiger! The crux of
the Hindu philosophy gets explicated in the novel through Raja the tiger who gains an enlightened
soul through his contact with his spiritual guru, the Master. In his introduction to the novel,
Narayan explains the philosophy which prompts the Master to effect a transformation in the tiger:
“In my story, the ‘Tiger Hermit” employs his powers to save the tiger and transform it inwardly —
working on the basis that deep within, the core of personality is the same in spite of differing
appearances and categories....(10). It spells out his belief in ‘Advaita Vedanta’ which holds the
‘Brahman’ and the ‘Atman’ to be a part of the same whole. ‘Brahman’ or God is identical with the
inner self or ‘Atman’ of each individual or being. All living creatures have a soul and they are all
part of the Supreme soul. Or, ‘Atman’ or true self is not different from ‘Brahman’. It is this
‘knowledge’ which liberates one from the clutches of the transient, illusory world perceived
through the sense impressions, and leads to one’s spiritual realization through “Moksha’ or
ultimate liberation.

We find the tiger in the novel asking such profound questions as “Who am 1?”” (12) in his
quest for self-knowledge. The tiger speaks of the delusions of ‘samsara’ which afflicts all creatures
including human beings, when he speaks about his misconceptions regarding familial bonds or
even the concept of self. He had wrongly believed that his mother would always be there to look
after him till one day when he found that he was all alone; and he had taken himself to be the Lord
and Master of the universe till he was trapped and kept in a small cage by the humans. The vanity
of life and worldly possessions is unmasked here. Truly, the Master says, “We come into the world
alone, and are alone while leaving” (172).
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The master leads the tiger on to his path of realisation by conversing about life, existence,
death and God. It is the Hindu philosophy of ‘Advaita Vedanta’ that he stresses when he exhorts to
the tiger that God is within everyone and everything. He is “the Creator, the Great Spirit pervading
every creature, every rock and tree and the sky and the stars; a source of power and strength” (157-
8). It is the same belief which makes him urge his followers not to prostrate at his feet: “You must
prostrate only before God.... Even that I doubt, since the same God resides within all of us. When
you address a prayer to God, you are only praying to yourself” (164).

The tiger attains ‘knowledge’ when he realizes that deep within, he is not different, only
that his exterior is different; that God is within himself, not outside. The tiger’s spiritual
enlightenment is cue to the spiritual upliftment of every individual in search of liberation.

It is indubitable that through his Malgudi novels, Narayan is opening the repertoire of
ancient India’s spiritual knowledge to act as a beacon in the journey of one’s self discovery. One
of the pillars of Indian English fiction, R.K. Narayan, thus incorporates in his works the deepest
Indian thoughts and philosophy, presenting us with a veritable spectacle of life.
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CASHLESS ECONOMY IN INDIA

Sukanta Mazumder*

ABSTRACT :- Cash is like water, the basic necessity, without which survival is a challenge.
Nevertheless, cash use doesn't seem to be decreasing all that much. One of the main reasons is
that there is nothing to truly compete with the flexibility of notes and coins. This paper is a
descriptive study in nature. The study is based on secondary sources of data/information. Here we
highlighted the meaning and definition of cashless economy. Current position of cashless India.
Advantages and disadvantages of cashless payment, especially in India. Finally we talk about the
future prospects of cashless payment in India. And the conclusion at the last

Keywords: Cash, payment instruments, notes, coins, debit card, hackers, financial institutions,
electronic currency, etc.

INTRODUCTION:- Cashless economy is a situation in which the flow of cash within an
economy is non-existent and all transactions are done through electronic media channels such as
direct debit, credit and debit cards, and electronic clearing and payment systems such as Immediate
Payment Service (IMPS), National Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT) and Real Time Gross
Settlement (RTGS). Today, credit cards and online payment services are becoming increasingly
popular in urban India, paper currency notes are still an essential part of daily life. Cash may be
defined as any legal medium of exchange that is immediately negotiable and free of restrictions.
We are the fourth-largest user of cash in the world. The rate of cash to GDP is the highest, i.e.
12.42% in India. Cash in circulation to private consumption ratio in India is 20% and Card
transactions account for 4% of the personal consumption expenditure. As most of people are
illiterate, poor, engaged in small transactions and having less banking habits. For them cash is the
most convenient and easy form of medium of exchange, free from hassles. A cash transaction is
immediate and doesn’t involve any intermediary. Cash provides individuals and families with
liquidity. One needs not to worry about a computer system crashing, power going off, and losing
transaction midway. Use of cash doesn’t involve any extra cost as in the use of debit/credit cards.
Even in the most cashless countries like France and the Netherlands, cash still accounts for 40% or
more of all consumers transactions. Usually cashless economies have low corruptions and less
black money. Almost every country is bracing towards cashless economy and many countries have
made significant progress. It is just a world trend which India is trying to catch up.

Literature Review :- Ashish Das and Rakhi Agarwal, (2010) in their article, “Cashless payment
System in India — A Roadmap” cash as a mode of payment is an expensive proportion for the
government. The country needs to move away from cash based towards a cashless (electronic)
payment system.

Jain,P.M. (2006) in the article, “ E- Payments and e-banking” opined that e-payments will
be able to check black. An analysis of growth pattern of cashless transaction system taking fullest
advantage of technology, quick payment and remittances will ensure optimal use of available
funds for banks, financial institutions, business houses and common citizen of India. He also
pointed out the need for e-payments and modes of e-payments and communication networks.

Annamalai, S. and Muthu R. Liakkuvan (2008) in their article “Retail transaction: Future
bright for plastic money” projected the growth of debit and credit cards in the retail transactions.
They also mentioned the growth factors, which leads to its popularity, important constraints faced
by banks and summarized with bright future and scope of plastic money.

* Assistant Professor,Government Kamalanagar College, Mizoram. 796772
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY:- This paper discusses about the current scenario of Cashless
India after demonetization. It also strives to describe the focuses on the impact of devaluation on
our economy, counterfeit currency and challenges towards cashless economy.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:-The paper is a descriptive study in nature. The study is based
on secondary sources of data/information. Different books, journals, newspaper and relevant
websites have been consulted in order to make the study an effective one.
OBJECTIVES:- Following are the objectives of the paper

1. To study the current position of Cashless India.

2. To understand the advantages of Cashless India.

3. To understand the disadvantages of Cashless India.

4. To suggest the future prospects of Cashless India.
MEANING & DEFINITION OF CASHLESS ECONOMY :- Cashless Economy can be
defined as a situation in which the flow of cash within an economy is non-existent and all
transactions must be through electronic channels such as direct debit, credit cards, debit cards,
electronic clearing, and payment systems such as Immediate Payment Service (IMPS), National
Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT) and Real Time Gross Settlement (RTGS) in India. In a cashless
economy most of the transaction will be done by digital means like e banking, debit and credit
cards, PoS (point of sales) machines, digital wallets etc. In simpler words no liquid money or paper
currency will be used by the people in a given country. In a cashless economy the third party will
be in possession of your money. He will allow you to transact that money whenever it is needed. If
it is not needed then the third party can use that money. Third party can be a government or any
other public or private sector bank.

CURRENT POSITION OF CASHLESS INDIA :- As the banking system evolved, it became
easier, safe and even remunerative to keep one’s money in a bank account and it became still
easier and safe to use ‘transfer of money in bank accounts’ for making payments for the economic
transactions. This instrument was the cheque for a very long period.

With the developments in the information and communication technology, world over,
different kinds of payment instruments and innovations in the instruments and the payment
systems evolved. It happened in India too.

Today the condition of payments framework in our country is perhaps better than some of
the advanced countries in terms of the variety and efficiency. Various types of payment
instruments exist to meet the requirements of different users in different circumstances- bank
accounts, cheques, debit and credit cards, prepaid payment instruments, etc.

The cash centric informal sectors like agriculture, real estate, etc., have been affected by
demonetization. However the experts say that it's a short term scenario and this move will give
positive long term consequences.

To bring the economy on track again, government is promoting cashless economy because
scrapping of cash needs an alternative to cash.

India's black money has been estimated by the World Bank in 2010 to be worth about one
fifth of the GDP. In a country where 90% transactions are carried out on cash basis it was a
revolutionary move to transform from cash to cashless transactions.

Under this scheme, 250 million bank accounts have been opened in two years. As per RBI
reports bank branches increased by 5% per year but ATMs, debit cards and card swiping machines
have doubled in four years and online transactions have grown 20 times in nine years to 2019.

All these data shows a gradual shift towards cashless economy. Demonetization has speed
up this transition. On the evening of 8" November 2016, the Prime Minister of India announced
one of the boldest moves in the History of India’s socio-economic scene- demonetization of old
Rs.500 notes and Rs.1000. Soon after, new notes of Rs.500 and Rs.2000 were pumped into the
economy.
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There are many cashless payment options available in India. 5 best cashless payment
options in India:

1) E Wallets- E wallets have become very famous now a day. After demonetisation, use of e
wallets has been implemented at a very large scale.

2) UPI- UPI also known as Unified Payments Interface is another great way to go cashless
Unified Payments interface also called UPI is system of payments.

3) Plastic Money: Plastic money means debit cards and credit cards that are used at ATM’s
for cash withdrawal and POS machines while shoping.

4) Net Banking: Net Banking is another handy way to get cashless transactions done.

5) Aadhar Card- Aadhar card enabled payment system allows a person to pay using his
aadhar card if it is linked to his bank account. Once you link your card to your bank, you
can make payments using your fingure prints.

ADVANTAGES OF GOING CASHLESS :-

1. Saves Money and Time: Companies and governments will get efficient and they can
reduce costs as they no longer need the manual accounting work to be done. The costs
associated with accounting and handling cash is very high.

2. Less Cash Decreased Crimes: Business and individuals can also avoid other costs as
well. Theft often leaves a big hole in one's pocket. The risk of theft will continue until
people carry cash and by going cashless the same can be reduced. This also leaves an
impact on the government as they can then reduce the costs that the government spends on
nabbing the culprits. In countries like the US, burglary and assault have dropped by about
10 % once the government shifted the payment made for social welfare to electronic
transfer. The government, however, has to take measures to curb the online scam and
identity theft incidents.

3. Production Costs of Coins and Paper Currency are reduced: Production of coins and
paper currency is indeed an expensive endeavor and the life span of most of the paper
currencies is about 6 years. So, by going electronic the cost of production gets reduced.

4. Less Cash Means More Data: The government can use the data coming from the
cashless transactions to improve and analyze their policies. By using such data, officials
can predict or identify the patterns of activity and use such information for urban planning
for sectors like energy management, housing, and transportation.

In addition to this, going cashless also has health benefits. With physical currency, the chance
of spreading of germs is more. Reducing the amount of use of paper currency will reduce the germ
transmission.

DISADVANTAGES OF CASHLESS PAYMENTS :- Here are some of the problems which
stand in the way of India becoming a cashless society:

1. Cyber security: In October 2016, the details of over 30 lakh debit cards were feared to
have been exposed at ATMs. It was believed that the card and PIN details might have been
leaked due to which customers were advised to change the PINs of their ATM-cum-debit
cards. Stringent steps issuing new cards were also taken. Just a month later, the PM is
motivating people to move to a cashless society. Is the cyber security in place? While a
card is cloned, it takes several months to recover someone’s hard-earned money from the
banks. How can people be assured that swiping cards at small shops and vendors will not
be a risk to revealing our card details?

2. Network connectivity: Since the day demonetization was announced, people are trying to
use more of card transactions to save that dreaded trip to the bank and to save the last
penny of the hard cash in hand. However, a sudden surge in card transactions has led to
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connectivity issues. Several people have faced trouble while standing in line to pay for a
transaction at a shop when the card machines have stopped working due to an overload on
the network. Connectivity issues must be resolved before dreaming about a cashless
society.

3. Internet cost: The internet cost in India is still substantially high. In order to convince
people to do cashless transactions, the cost of the internet should be lowered and free Wi-
Fi should also be provided at public places.

4. Charges on cards, online transactions: Heard of convenience charges? Of course, you
would have if you do online transactions. These are additional charges that are levied by
the vendors when they offer an online payment facility. But when the government is
forcing us to go cashless, shouldn’t this compulsory fee on online transactions be taken
off?

5. Non-tech-savvy: While the new generation is glued to their phones and gadgets, computer
literacy among the people in the over-50-age group is still low. Not many people are
comfortable using computers or mobile phones and depend on their children. Before
promoting a cashless society, efforts need to be taken to educate people on how to use
phones for transactions.

6. Smart phone affordability:- Several companies have come up with new and inexpensive
phones, but they still not affordable for most of the population in the country. More
affordable options should be launched by the government for people to buy smartphones
for cashless transactions.

7. Infrastructure/phone battery:- India still lacks when it comes to supporting a mobile
society. It is extremely difficult to find a public charging point if the phone battery
discharges. So what happens if you have cash in your wallet, but you are out of battery
after travelling on the road for a day? Is there any alternative that we have then?

8. Not enough bank accounts:- Most people still do not have bank accounts. Most often
there is just one account per family which also limits the number of cards people can have
individually. A family of even four people cannot be dependent on just one card for all
household expenditure.

9. Internet blockage: - States like Jammu and Kashmir often face crackdown where the
internet is the first thing that is blocked. In such circumstances, neither is it possible to use
cards for transactions nor is it possible to use e-wallets. Any alternatives there?

10. Are banks ready? : - A cashless society needs a proper infrastructure. The banks need to
be fully equipped to handle the surge in e-transactions. Infrastructure is also needed in
terms of opening more accounts in the banks.

11. Encourage people to spend :- Spending by cards often encourages people to spend more
giving cash by hand helps people keep a check on their expenses but paying by cards gives
people a free hand. Not just through credit but even the debit cards give that impression
that you can make that payment immediately.

A cashless society is a welcome idea but not without preparation. There is a precursor to
taking such steps without which a move such as this would be more harmful that being beneficial.
A cashless society, for now, seems like a distant dream but a less cash society can be appreciated.

FUTURE PROSPECTS OF CASHLESS PAYMENTS IN INDIA :- Smooth, simple and secure
payment processes will help to bring about behavioural changes and faster adoption of digital
payments and banking among un-banked segments. When new players enter the market, each with
a slightly different take on the market and with differing business models, the increased
competition will help the environment and offer more options for consumers to choose from. A
larger pie with more players is definitely good for the changing dynamics of the payments
industry, which is still nascent in India. Indian consumption is still dominated by cash, with cards
contributing only 5 per cent of the personal consumption expenditure. In developed countries, 30-
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50 per cent of spends happen through cards. So there is huge growth opportunity. The rapid growth
of smartphones, Internet penetration and e-commerce is complementing these; card payment
volumes have been growing. We expect this trend to continue, aided by the continued increase in
debit card activation and usage.

Intense competition and strategic collaboration among existing and new market participants like
the payments and small banks and wallets will help scale up acceptance and foster more creativity,
innovation and consumer choice. The credit card industry in India sees greater acceptance among
consumers now a days. According to Worldline India Card Payment Report 2014-15, the credit
card base grew at 9.8 per cent in the past year. Worldline India is a leader in the payment and
transactions services in the country. Alternative methods like mobile wallets and prepaid cash
cards accounted for 3 per cent of digital transactions. This industry has been growing steadily over
the past few years. Card transactions, both by debit and credit cards, are on an upward trajectory.
There are interesting dynamics at play in the Indian payments industry.

CONCLUSION :- The government needs to take the necessary steps and make some policy
considerations when they are preparing for a cashless economy. The payment systems have to be
protected from the cyber-attacks which are the major threat for cashless transactions. Also, the
government should be able to serve the under banked as well. Everyone from the society should
have access to an electronic system that they can use for such transactions. Government should
take measures to increase liquidity into the system so that people face less inconvenience.
Government should also try to improve overall infrastructure so that more and more people can
come into banking net and internet. Society has also to play its part. They have to understand the
importance of cashless economy and appreciate measures taken by the government. As a
conclusion, it can be said that going cashless provides a lot more benefits than just convenience to
people, businesses and the government in particular.
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Women’s Economic Empowerment through
Self-Help Groups: A Study of Two Districts
In Assam

Dr. Rahul Sarania*

ABSTRACT :- Women’s economic empowerment is viewed as a precondition for sustainable
development, pro-poor growth and the achievement of all the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs). Self-help groups (SHGs) as vehicle of microfinance service delivery in rural India have
emerged as effective strategy for women’s empowerment and poverty reduction through
collective action. This paper examines whether the SHGs functioning in rural areas of Baksa and
Udalguri districts of Assam are effective or not to improve economic empowerment of the group
members. For this, primary data are collected in 2018 from 240 women members of SHGs
through interview method using interview schedule. Empirical findings revealed that
empowerment indicators, namely, monthly income, monthly savings and economic assets of
women’s households had increased significantly after joining SHGs. This provided the evidence
that the SHGs had enabled women members to improve economic empowerment level
substantially in the rural areas. Hence, any problems faced by the SHG members need to be
resolved immediately to sustain their group functioning for long period.

Key Words: Women, Economic Empowerment, Self Help Groups, Economic Assets, Poor,
Assam.

Introduction

Swami Vivekananda quoted, “There is no chance for the welfare of the world unless the
condition of woman is improved. It is not possible for a bird to fly on only one wing”. The
guotation rightly demonstrates that any society that ignores the increased role of women cannot
progress in development, peace and prosperity successfully. In essence, no society can move
towards the development path sustainably without increasing and transforming equitable
opportunities, resources, and life prospects for men and women so that they have equal power to
shape their own lives and contribute to their families and communities (USAID, 2012). Women’s
economic empowerment through participation in economic activity is vital to strengthening
women’s rights and enabling women to have control over their lives and exert influence in
society (OECD, 2011). The United Nations Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on Women’s
Economic Empowerment strongly deliberated that the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and its SDGs will not be accomplished if there is no accelerated action to
empower women economically. Women’s economic empowerment is at the heart of the 2030
Agenda (UN Secretary General’s High Level Panel on Women’s Economic Empowerment,
2016).

To empower women economically, a number of schemes and development interventions have
been implemented across the developing economies including India. The most popular
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development intervention, inter alia, that stimulates gender equality and women’s economic
empowerment is the Self-help group (SHG) programmes that emerged in the 1990s in South
Asia, particularly in India (Jakimow and Kilby 2006). The organization of women into Self-help
groups (SHGs) is a noble initiative in India for the upliftment and welfare of the women in the
society. SHGs are defined as self-governed and peer-controlled associations of ten to twenty
people (mainly women) who come forward together for self-help and strengthening their
financial security to solve their common problems. The government of India started empowering
women economically through formation and skilling of SHGs and providing subsidy and
collateral free loan to promote self-employment and income generating activities in rural areas
through a number of schemes such as Swarna-Jayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY) and
National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), etc. and this movement gained momentum after
1992 when National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) started promoting
it. Now-a-days, SHGs are the most important vehicle used by Non-Government Organizations,
the government, and even the private sector, for social, political and economic empowerment of
women in India (Desai & Joshi, 2014; Kumar, 2019).

Like any other part of India, SHGs are functioning in large quantity in villages of Baksa and
Udalguri districts of Assam, located in North-East India. They are hypothesized to be playing an
important role in enabling financial inclusion and empowering women economically and socially
within the family and in local community in these areas. Therefore, the present study is
undertaken to examine empirically the effectiveness of SHGs in empowering women in
economic aspects of life in these areas. The empirical study also attempted to unveil various
problems faced by the SHG members in functioning their SHGs and suggestions are put
forwarded for policy purpose.

Review of Literature

A number of empirical studies estimated the role of SHGs on women’s economic empowerment
in South Asia and other developing countries. Brody et al. (2016) provided a systematic review
of self-help group programmmes in South Asia and other developing countries where they
revealed positive effects of women’s SHGs on economic and political empowerment, women’s
mobility, and women’s control over family planning with the exception of psychological
empowerment. The study further indicated no adverse consequences of SHGs on domestic
violence and suggested that the positive effects of SHGs on empowerment run through
mechanisms that are associated with familiarity in handling money, independence in financial
decision-making, solidarity, social networks, and respect from the household and other
community members. Kumar, et al. (2019) suggested the evidence that SHG members had wider
social networks and greater mobility as compared to non-members and that they were more
politically engaged, and more likely to know of certain public entitlements than non-members,
and were significantly more likely to avail of a greater number of public entitlement schemes in
India.

Puhazhendhi & Satya Sai (2000) in rural India revealed that microfinance programme had
improved economic and social empowerment of the rural poor women in the post-SHG situation.
Another study conducted by ICICI Bank and UNDP (2002) in India concluded that although
microfinance projects were not able to reach the poorest of the poor, they were successful in
building savings, reducing migration in search of employment, bringing gender issues on the
common platform and reducing economic vulnerability and dependence on moneylenders (ICICI
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and UNDP, 2002). A study carried out by Bansal, (2011), in Punjab, India showed that
microfinance programmes increased income of the SHG members and their household which, in
turn, empowered women economically, socially, psychologically and politically in rural Punjab.
In West Bengal of India, Sharma, et al. (2012) revealed the potential role of the SHG strategy in
women’s economic activities and improved level of participation in decision-making process in
domestic issues and group activities, while, Basargekar (2009) revealed strong relationship
between micro entrepreneurship and economic empowerment suggesting utilization of micro-
loans for productive economic activities had a strong bearing on economic empowerment as well
as overall empowerment of women. Some other case studies by, for example, Mula and Sarkar
(2013) in West Bengal, Reji (2013) in Kerala, Fernando and Azhagaiah (2015) in Pondicherry
indicated significant positive impact of SHGs-led microfinance on economic empowerment of
women after joining SHGs. However, Cheston and Kuhn (2002) did not find that SHG
microfinance programme addressed all the barriers to women empowerment; yet it found
positive impact on women’s increased self-confidence and self-esteem and participation in
decision making in girl’s education, family planning, improved status and gender relations in
their houses, etc. in the context of India.

A brief literature review above seems to appear a significant role of SHGs and microfinance
programmes on women’s development and economic empowerment in India. However, India is a
diverse country and therefore considering its different socio-economic and cultural milieu, a
micro-geographical and locational research is imperative to have clear understanding of ground
reality for perspective of policy implications towards women development in backward areas.
This study therefore investigates the effectiveness of the SHG strategy on the economic
empowerment of women, specifically in Baksa and Udalguri districts of Assam, located in
North-Eastern Region of India.

Objectives of the Study

The specific objectives of the study are as follows,
1. To assess the impact of the SHGs in enhancing the economic empowerment of women in
the study area.
2. To identify the constraints faced by women SHG members.
3. To make suggestions for enhancing empowerment of women by removing constraints by
them.

Research Methodology

The study is an empirical one using both primary as well as secondary data. The empirical
research was based on the field survey, conducted during July to November months of 2018, of
randomly selected 240 SHG members belonging to different SHGs spread over 35 villages in
Baksa and Udalguri Districts of Assam, located in North-east India. The primary data were
collected through structured interview schedule using face-to-face interview method while
secondary data were collected from District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) of respective
districts, Block offices, Journals, Books, etc. The analysis of secondary data involves a
comprehensive literature review of journal articles, books, magazines etc.

To analyse the impact evaluation of SHG programmes on women’s economic empowerment, a
comparison of women members status ‘before joining’ and ‘After joining’ is performed in terms
of monthly income, monthly savings and Assets position. The following null hypothesis (Hg)
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against the alternative hypothesis (H;) is tested to examine the effectiveness of SHGs on
empowerment indicators.

Ho: There is no significant difference in the status of women members in terms of economic
empowerment indicators between ‘before joining SHGs ‘and ‘after joining the SHGs’ situation.

H;: There is a significant difference in economic status of women between the situation of
‘before joining SHGs’ and ‘after joining the SHGs’. To test the null hypothesis against
alternative hypothesis, a paired sample-t test was applied. The analysis were presented in tabular
method using mean and simple percentage and also demonstrated in diagram.

Results and Discussion
Demographic Profile of SHG members

The personal profile of SHG members is summarized in table-1 in terms of average age,
household size, agricultural land and educational level of women members. It has been observed
that mean age of the members is 45.8 years with minimum 28 years and maximum age of 63
years. The average size of household is about 4 persons with minimum of 2 members and
maximum 13 members. Agricultural land per family is 3.57 bigha (1 bigha=0.3306 acre) ranging
from 0 bigha to 15 bighas. The mean educational qualification of SHG members is 4.82 ranging
from illiterate to higher secondary level.

Table-1: Demographic Profile of SHG members

Particulars N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
Age 240 28 63 45.81 6.30
Household size 240 2 13 4.28 131
Agricultural land 240 .00 15.00 3.57 2.78
Education level 240 0 12 4.82 3.91

Source: Primary data

Effect of SHGs on Monthly Income, Savings and Assets (Economic Empowerment
Indicator)

The level of income is a crucial indicator of socio-economic status of an individual or family.
Women’s involvement in SHGs leads to generation of additional income earned through self-
employment opportunities in various micro-enterprise such as livestock rearing, handloom and
weaving, sericulture (eri/muga reeling), pickle making and handicraft industry activities, etc. and
enabling to support their family economically (Field Survey). Likewise, SHGs promotes the
habit of saving among the poor women that can act as the substitute of insurance against risk and
exigency where social safety nets are hardly ever existent for the poor. In addition, SHGs help in
creating economic assets among poor women members involved in productive activities thereby
improving overall socio-economic status of women in all spheres of life. The following table-2
shows the field survey results that, on average, monthly income of women members has
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increased by Rs.1213.25/-, monthly savings increased by Rs.66.81/- and assets position improved
by Rs.5806.72/- in the post-SHG period (Table 2). This is because majority of SHG members
were not earning anything before joining the groups since they were mostly house wives and
dependent on their family income. But, this scenario is completely reversed after joining the
SHGs, and started earning reasonably and save for accumulation of further income increases. The
SHG members became economically independent, contributed their income to their household
income and purchased household assets. Figure 1, 2 and 3 depicts the empowerment scenario of
women before and after joining the SHGs, indicating improvement in all the three indicators.

Table 2: Average Changes of Economic Variables in Women Members before and
After joining the SHGs

Economic Indicators Before Joining  |After Joining  [Mean Difference
Monthly Income 425.50 1638.75 1213.25

Monthly Savings 6.48 73.29 66.81

Assets Position 5868.06 11674.78 5806.72

Source: computed from primary data

Fig.-1: Monthly Income Fig.-2: Monthly Savings
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Whether there is significant difference or not before and after joining the SHGs in changes of
women’s empowerment indicators, to check it, a paired sample t-test was applied. The null
hypothesis (HO) was that no significant differences exists in the status of economic
empowerment of women in terms of monthly income, monthly savings and Assets position
before and after joining the SHGs. Table 2 specifies the results of paired t-tests and reveals that
the economic empowerment of women members has increased significantly after joining the
SHGs in respect of monthly income, monthly savings and value of assets. The results of paired t-
tests for all the indicators have come out to be significant at 1 percent level.

Table-2: Results of Paired t-test for Economic differences in SHG Members

Economic Indicators '[\)/Ii?er:'ence ?)tS\}iation t-value |df tsa:ﬁe d) (-
Monthly Income (Rs.) |1213.25 649.38 _28.944* 239 .0001
Monthly Savings(Rs.) |66.81 649.38 15 000" 23910001
Assets Position (Rs.) [5806.72 3267.53 '27'531* 239 .0001

Source: computed from primary data; *Significant at 1% level
Problems faced by SHGs in their functioning

During the field survey, it was found that the SHGs have been functioning well relating to group
guality indicators such as conduct of meeting, regular attendance in the meetings, maintenance of
records and accounts, etc. But they are facing a lot of problems such as financial, training and
marketing problems, etc. The following table-3 enumerates the common problems faced by the
SHGs in the study area.

Table-3: Problems encountered by SHGs in their functioning

Sl Types of Problems No. of Members | percentage
No.

1 Lack of Education of members 221 92.08
2 Poor economic condition of members 218 90.83
3 Lack of skill development training 209 87.08
4 Lack of proper guidance from | 208 86.67

administration

5 Insufficient Amount of Loan 203 84.58
6 Good leadership problem 191 79.58
7 Lack of marketing facility 150 62.50
8 Low price of product 140 58.33

Conclusion and Suggestions Based on the findings of the study, it can be concluded that the
organisation of women into SHGs and provision of microfinance through them could be an
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effective strategic instrument for economic empowerment of women in the study area. It was
observed that members of SHGs have undertaken various micro-enterprise activities at a smaller
level with investment of minimum capital and contributed their increased income to their family
which increased their status in the society and become an integral part in the family decision
making processes and also for the community. However, the prospect and sustainability of SHGs
ultimately depends on their graduation towards sustainable microenterprise development for
generating enhanced income to improve the living standard of its members. Since the members
of SHGs belong to the poor and weaker sections of the society, the problems encountered by
them should be urgently resolved so that they can continue as viable SHGs for a long period of
time.
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AMITAYV GHOSH AS A POST MODERN
NOVELIST
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Abstract :- Post modernism is a word used to characterize varieties in ways individuals think;
especially the way they see truth and reality. Postmodern in Indian English literature finds
fragmentariness in portrayal and character structure uniquely in contrast to its British or American
supplement. Amitav Ghosh is one among the post modernists. Amitav Ghosh is one the most
striking writers of the postmodernism time. He exceeded expectations in this time with his pattern
of enchantment authenticity. The Shadow Lines is a story told by an anonymous narrator in
memory. Amitav Ghosh, one of the postmodernist novelists in English is colossally affected by the
political and socialized region of post autonomy period. Being a social anthropologist and
enterprising voyager, he depicts the present situation that has inundated the world. To
postmodernists like Ghosh, national boundaries, traditions and customs are an impediment to
human communication. Nationalism brings forth wars. Along these lines, they talk for
globalization. Ghosh, being a wandering cosmopolitan, his novels minutely and legitimately depict
multinational concerns. In The Shadow Lines and The Glass Palace, Amitav Ghosh makes his
characters to take their own particular stand and avow their perspectives which result in some
cases into agreeable connections while numerous different circumstances into discordant ones.

Keywords: Postmodern, Portrayal, Authenticity, Nationalism, Multinational
Introduction

Modern and postmodern literature represents a break from 19th century realism. But
basically Post modernism is a reaction against modernism. It gives voice to insecurities,
disorientation and fragmentation. In character development, both modern and postmodern
literature explore subjectivism, turning from external reality to examine inner states of
consciousness, in many cases drawing on modernist examples in the "stream of consciousness"
styles of Virginia Woolf and James Joyce, or explorative poems like The Waste Land by T. S.
Eliot. Post modernism is a reaction against the modernist and the ‘Anti-modernist’ tendencies
which have psychological and intellectual impact. In America and France post-modern literature
emerged as a genre. Post-modernist writers break away from all the rules and seek alternative
principles of composition conforming to their content of existentialist thought.

Postmodern in Indian English literature explores fragmentariness in narrative - and
character -construction in a different way from its British or American counterpart. In post
modernism, there is a preoccupation with insecurities in the existence of humanity. The picture of
life delineated by them accommodates meaninglessness, purposelessness and absurdity of human
existence through the employment of devices such as Contradiction, Permutation, Discontinuity,
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Randomness, Excess, and Short Circuit and so on. Post-modernist literature manifests chaotic
condition of the world. Post modernism of Indian English literature is, however, different from that
of England or Europe which rejects western values and beliefs as only a small part of the human
experience and rejects such ideas, beliefs, culture and norms of the western.

Amitav Ghosh as a practitioner of post modernism in novels focuses entirely on the
colonialism’s impoverished, and usually non-white, victims. They are given the central position,
not the white masters. Amitav Ghosh took nearly three and a half years to write the second book of
his Ibis trilogy. Amitav Ghosh’s writing deals in the epic themes of travel and diaspora, history
and memory, political struggle and communal violence, love and loss, while all the time crossing
the generic boundaries between anthropology and art work.

Both his fictional and non-fictional narratives tend to be transnational in sweep, moving
restlessly across countries, continents and oceans. Formidably learned and meticulously
researched, there is something equally epic about the scale of scholarship that sits behind each of
his books. However, Ghosh never loses sight of the intimate human dimension of things. It is no
coincidence that his writing ritually returns to Calcutta (the author’s birth place), and, for all its
global ambition, is thickly accented by the registers and referents of Bengali and South Asian
culture.

Ghosh’s first novel is typical in this sense. At the centre of The Circle of Reason (1986) is
Alu, an eight-year-old Bengali boy with a huge head, “curiously uneven, bulging all over with
knots and bumps”. These bodily deformities, along with the series of coincidences and connections
that emerges between Alu’s personal life and the political world around him, have led to obvious
comparisons with Rushdie’s Booker of Bookers, Midnight’s Children. However, this is in some
ways unfortunate as the novel has its own integrity and ambition, from its philosophical
exploration of reason to its peripatetic wanderings across South Asia, North Africa and the Middle
East. Ghosh’s beautifully written second novel, The Shadow Lines (1988), is also reminiscent of
Rushdie in terms of its formal experimentations with geography and chronology. However, unlike
Rushdie, it is written in an understated, condensed prose that comes close to poetry. The novel
deals with the invention of the past and the arbitrariness of partition as it moves between India and
the UK, Calcutta and London, the Second World War and present. The title is an allusion to Joseph
Conrad’s novella, The Shadow Line, and while its precise relationship to Conrad’s text is oblique
and shadowy, both share a preoccupation with the threshold between East and West, and with the
ghostly hauntings of imperial memory. More generally, Ghosh’s second novel draws inspiration
from diverse modern European and Indian texts from Proust to Tagore, Ford Madox Ford to
Satjajit Ray.

Even this sort of promiscuous intertextuality comes to appear tame and provincial within
the context of Amitav Ghosh’s work, In An Antique Land (1992). Ostensibly a work of non-fiction,
the book draws heavily on the author’s training in anthropology, but ultimately defies generic
pigeon holes. Combining autobiography, fiction, travel writing and history, In An Antique Land is
a delicate, vivid and deeply moving evocation of Egypt since the twelfth century.

The strong emphasis on history, memory and the past that has by this stage become a
trademark of Ghosh’s writing is given a fresh twist in his next book, The Calcutta Chromosome
(1996), a work of science fiction set in the near future. Ghosh’s flirtation with the popular genre of
the thriller in The Calcutta Chromosome marks a radical departure from the various sorts of
archive fever and scholarly self-consciousness that readers typically associate with the author.
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When Antar, an office worker in New York, discovers a discarded ID card, it leads him on an
investigative journey to Calcutta at the close of the nineteenth century. However, beneath this thin
veneer of pulp, is a novel with as intricate a plot line as anything in Ghosh.

Out of six novels, all the novels are quintessential postcolonial novels. Post-colonial
criticism has become academically compelling criticism. Post-colonial theory explores the textual
criticism of post-colonial literatures. Frantz Fanon’s Black Skin White masks (1952) and Wretched
of the Earth (1967) and Edward said Orientals (1978) and Culture & Imperialism (1993) are
considered to be the promulgators of Post-colonial criticism. These seminal works have strongly
recommended the reclamation of the past of colonized nations only to subvert the hegemony of the
colonial nations. Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffith & Helen Tiffin’s The Empire Writes Back (1989)
with a broader cultural circumscription of all the colonized nations provided a strong base for post-
colonial criticism. This is further continued and consolidated by Gayathri Spivak Chakravarthy In
Other Worlds: Essays in cultural Politics (1988), Homi K.Babha’s Nation and Narration(1990)
and Location of Culture(1994).These works have interrogated the identities of colonialism. The
concocted colonial identities of Nation, Nationality, and National representations are interrogated
and the male cantered perspectives are demolished. All the six novels that examined for the article
engage in the critical negotiation of past history by Amitav Ghosh. The presentation of past history
is with ambiguity. The ambiguous nature of past history has revealed the dichotomy of the past
history as glorious and inglorious which interface fiction. The usable past becomes the glorious
past and the unusable past becomes the inglorious past.

In Amitav Ghosh’s novels, there is a colorful array of seamen, convicts and laborers
sailing forth in the hope of transforming their lives. Apparently it seems that the characters are his
targets. The Brits whom he depicts are basically scheming, perverse and ruthless to a man, but
Ghosh has portrayed them not as round characters that grow. They are largely caricatures.

At the end of The Sea of Poppies, the clouds of war were seen looming, as British opium
interests in India pressed for the use of force to compel the Chinese mandarins to keep open their
ports, in the name of free trade. Symbolically, the novel thus ends amidst a raging storm, rocking
the triple-masted schooner, the Ibis. In The Glass Palace, Amitav Ghosh narrates the havoc caused
by Japanese invasion in Burma and its effect on the Army officers and people. He creates a sense
of dejection that deals with so much human tragedy, wars, deaths, devastation and dislocation.
Ghosh penned the story of sacrifice in The Shadow Lines, The rescue of May from Muslim mobs
in the communal riots of 1963-64 in Dhaka is indeed a great sacrifice.

Amitav Ghosh expressed a developing awareness of the aspirations, defeats and
disappointments of the colonized people. In The Hungry Tide, Ghosh routes the debate on eco-
environment and cultural issues through the intrusion of the West into East. The destruction of
traditional village life in The Circle of Reason is an allegory about the modernizing influx of
western culture and the subsequent displacement of non-European peoples by imperialism. In An
Antique Land, contemporary political tensions and communal rifts were delineated with the post-
modernist approach. Postcolonial migration is yet another trait of postmodernism and it is a theme
in The Hungry Tide, - the ruthless suppression and massacre of East Pakistani refugees who had
run away from the Dandakaranya refugee camps to Marichjhampi as they felt that the latter region
would provide them with familiar environs and therefore a better life. In Sea of Poppies, the
indentured laborers and convicts are transported to the island of Mauritius on the ship Ibis where
they suffer a lot.
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In The Glass Palace, Burmese Royal family, after the exile, lives an uncomfortable life in
India. Rajkumar who piles heap of amount in Burma is forced to leave his home and business due
to Japanese invasion. He spent several weeks in Guangzhou and learnt some Cantonese to depict
the background of the novel which is set in Fanquit town. Most of the action occurs in Guangzhou.
Like the Sea of Poppies, the novel which deals with opium trade in China is also not a single
linear. Like Lawrence Durrell’s Alexandria Quartet, the relationship between Sea of Poppies and
River of Smoke is a ‘tangential one’ as Amitav Ghosh himself describes it. The mash-up of fact and
fiction works, coalescing into a narrative shaped by cataclysmic historical events but inflected with
small-scale personal drama beautifully works here in the novel.

Conclusion :- Amitav Ghosh, one should travel beyond the paradigms of Commonwealth
literatures. In fact, the classification of Commonwealth has become conventional on the lines of
mainstream literatures. One should sincerely acknowledge the contribution of Amitav Ghosh in
saving the literature of Commonwealth countries from becoming pedantic and pedagogic. Ghosh is
responsible for bringing in the continental themes such as immigration, revision history,
anthropology, sociology and the disciplines of knowledge. It is with the scholarly intervention of
Ghosh, there has been a great change in the very perception of the disciplines that formulate and
influence the evolution of the society. He has diverted the attention of the literature of the third
world, from being occupied with problems of discrimination inflated by colonialism. As a result,
there is a shift from African, Caribbean, Latin American, South African literatures to South Asian
literatures. It is only with the scholarly excavation of Ghosh, the entire history of Colonial history
of South Asia is being redrawn and reassessed from the socio literary telescopic reflection of
Ghosh. Postmodernism, not having concrete definition yet is a blooming and ongoing area. Even if
it has its own features, it is very difficult to concretize these solid elements. Thus, this paper
remains an attempt to apply the post-modern theory to Amitav Ghosh’s novels.
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POST COLONIAL POLITICS IN ROHINTON
MISTRY'S NOVELS

K. Kannadasan*
Dr. N. Ramesh**

Abstract :- Post colonialism is the academic study of the cultural legacy of colonialism and
imperialism, focusing on the human consequences of the control and exploitation of colonized
people and their lands. Post colonialism is a critical theory analysis of the history, culture,
literature, and discourse of European imperial power. Post colonialism examines the social and
political power relationships that sustain colonialism and neocolonialism, including the social,
political and cultural narratives surrounding the colonizer and the colonized. This approach may
overlap with contemporary history and critical theory, and may also draw examples from history,
political science, philosophy, sociology, anthropology, and human geography. Rohinton Mistry
migrated to the West Canada in 1975 at the age of 23. He worked as a clerk at the Imperial Bank
of Commerce in Canada after moving there with his wife. "Mindless, clerical work," says Mistry
about his stint at the bank. A Parsi Gujarati writer of Indian origin, to overcome this dreariness, he
joined the University of Toronto to study English and Philosophy part-time. His first short story
“One Sunday” won the Hart House literary award. 1975.He is among the few contemporaries who
have written from his place of migration about India, its political scenario, regional identities,
subalterns, history, cultural pluralism, gender among others. This paper deals with the post
colonial politics in his second and most famous novel, A Fine Balance published in the year 1995.
Rohinton Mistry’s Indo-nostalgic novels, deal with the dark and grim side of life. A Fine Balance
set in 1975 against the back drop of Bombay vividly explores the State of Emergency between
1975 and 1977 as well as the hideous and adverse effect it had on the common man.

Keywords: Migrate, University, Philosophy, Subaltern, Gender, Emergency

Introduction :- A post colonialism or postcolonial study is an academic discipline that analyzes,
explains, and responds to the cultural legacy of colonialism and imperialism. Post colonialism
speaks about the human consequences of external control and economic exploitation of a native
people and its lands."Postcolonial literature is a body of literary writings that reacts to the
discourse of colonization. Post-colonial literature often involves writings that deal with issues of
de-colonization or the political and cultural independence of people formerly subjugated to
colonial rule.

Postcolonial literature, specifically those coming out of Africa, the Middle East, and the
Indian Subcontinent, we meet characters who are struggling with their identities in the wake of
colonization, or the establishment of colonies in another nation. For example, the British had a
colonial presence in India from the 1700s until India gained its independence in 1947. As you can
imagine, the people of India as well as the characters in Indian novels must deal with the
economic, political, and emotional effects that the British brought and left behind. This is true for
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literature that comes out of any colonized nation. In many cases, the literature stemming from
these events is both emotional and political.

The post-colonial theorist enters these texts through a specific critical lens, or a specific
way of reading a text. That critical lens, post-colonial theory or post-colonialism, asks the reader to
analyze and explain the effects that colonization and imperialism, or the extension of power into
other nations, have on people and nations.

The expansiveness of the “postcolonial” has given rise to lively debates. Even as some
deplore its imprecision and lack of historical and material particularity, others argue that most
former colonies are far from free of colonial influence or domination and so cannot be postcolonial
in any genuine sense. In other words, the overhasty celebration of independence masks the march
of neocolonialism in the guise of modernization and development in an age of increasing
globalization and transnational’s; meanwhile, there are colonized countries that are still under
foreign control.

The emphasis on colonizer/colonized relations, moreover, obscures the operation of
internal oppression within the colonies. Still others berate the tendency in the Western academy to
be more receptive to postcolonial literature and theory that is compatible with postmodern
formulations of hybridity, syncretization, and pastiche while ignoring the critical realism of writers
more interested in the specifics of social and racial oppression. The lionization of diasporic writers
like Salman Rushdie, for instance, might be seen as a privileging of the transnational, migrant
sensibility at the expense of more local struggles in the postcolony. Further, the rise of
Postcolonial Studies at a time of growing transnational movements of capital, labor, and culture is
viewed by some with suspicion in that it is thought to deflect attention away from the material
realities of exploitation both in the First and the Third World.

Major Issues :- Despite the reservations and debates, research in Postcolonial Studies has
continued to grow because postcolonial critique allows for a wide-ranging investigation into power
relations in various contexts. The formation of empire, the impact of colonization on postcolonial
history, politics, economy, science, and culture, the cultural productions of colonized societies,
feminism and post colonialism, agency for marginalized people, and the state of the post colony in
contemporary economic and cultural contexts, capitalism and the market, environmental concerns,
and the relationship between aesthetics and politics in literature are some of the more prominent
topics in the field.

Major Figures of Post Colonial Literature :- Some of the best known names in Postcolonial
literature and theory are those of Chinua Achebe, Rohinton mistry, Salman Rushdie, Jean Rhys,
Derek Walcott, Wole Soyinka, Homi Bhabha, Edward Said, Buchi Emecheta, Frantz
Fanon, Jamaica Kincaid, and Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak.

Rohinton Mistry in Postcolonial Literature : Rohinton Mistry was born in 1952 in Mumbai and
is of Parsi descent. He earned a B. A. in Mathematics and Economics at the University of Bombay.
In 1975, at the age of 23, he immigrated to Canada where he studied at the University of Toronto
and received a B. A. in English and Philosophy. After a few years in Canada, he began to write
stories for which he received immediate attention; he won two Hart House literary prizes
and Canadian Fiction Magazine‘s annual Contributor’s Prize in 1985. In 1987, he published a
collection of short stories entitled Swimming Lessons and Other Stories From Firozsha Baag. He
published his first novel, Such a Long Journey, in 1991, for which he received Canada’s Governor



142 Aalochan Drishti, Year- 5, Vol.- 20, ISSN : 2455-4219

General’s Award, the Books in Canada First Novel Award, and the Commonwealth Writer’s Prize
for Best Book.

Rohinton Mistry is known as one of the leading expatriate writers of English literature from
South Asia. His novels have a high degree of realism and not only represent his own beliefs, but
also the evolving values of society. His works are about humanity and the ideals of human
beings. His characters live as people, responsive to their setting. His novels show a profound
understanding of the Indian environment, though acknowledging the almost dire state of his
people; he continues to believe in the human being almost idealistically.

In 1996, Mistry was awarded an honorary doctorate of the Faculty of Arts at Ottwa
University. His main concern in his fictional world is the representation of his microscopic
community under the various political phases in India and its subjugation by majority. He
portrays the various problems faced by his community in the present time. Mistry draws his
inspiration both from sharply recalled childhood experiences and from the upheavals of
migration. Mistry’s fiction focuses on the Parsi identity. It also indicates how Parsis are learning
to cope up with the reality of postcolonial India and how they are coming to terms with their new
lives in the west. Like other postcolonial Indian writers, he also uses the form of unconventional
narratives and employs anti-realist modes of narration. Rohinton Mistry conveys his message of
shunning exploitation of people to the world through his works. He doesn’t stop with attacking
the social evils in his respective society. He also conveys better solutions to those social
inequalities and evils through his writings

Rohinton Mistry’s Parsi Heritage :- The Parsis are a small religious community in India,
devoted to Zoroastrianism, whose ancestors fled Islamic persecution in Iran (ancient Persia) during
the eighth century. Today only about 125,000 people follow the faith originally propagated by the
prophet Zoroaster between 1500 and 600 B. C. The largest Parsi community is in Mumbai but
there are also Parsis in Karachi (Pakistan) and Bangalore (Karnataka, India). The population of the
Parsi community is diminishing due to its unwillingness to accept conversions to the faith; the
Parsis maintain the importance of their purity in the face of high death rates and low birthrates.

The Parsis tended to be on the edge of Hindu society due to their Zoroastrian faith. In
terms of the history of British colonialism in India, Parsis were often viewed as agents of and
collaborators with the British. Although they enjoyed good relations with the British colonizers,
they suffered the stigma of trying to be too Western. The unpopular position of the Parsi’s at the
end of British rule in 1947 influenced another Parsi Diaspora, this time to the West. Mistry’s
literature reflects his position as a member of a twice-displaced people, and explores the
relationships in the Parsi community in India’s troubled historical context.

Swimming Lessons and Other Stories From Firozsha Baag:- Mistry’s short stories describe the
characteristics of middle-class Parsi life, and show the characters’ struggles between modernity
and tradition. Eleven intersecting stories give portraits of the lives of the members of the fictitious
residential block Firozsha Baag. The characters represented Parsis at odds with their religious
beliefs and the larger community, and also convey the common human issues of spiritual
guestions, alienation, and fear of death, family problems, and economic hardships.

Such a Long Journey:- Mistry again deals with the Parsi environment in India. He explores the
loss of innocence of the protagonist, Gustad Noble, as he attempts to define himself in relation to
his family and his country during the chaotic times of 1971 India, during which India and Pakistan
went to war over the liberation of East Pakistan, or Bangladesh. The novel gives extremely
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detailed description of the lives of Gustad and his family in their apartment in Bombay, which
serves as a contrast to outside world which disrupts family order. Mistry presents the outside world
as a rotten and corrupting force on even the most decent members of the inner sphere.

A Fine Balance, 1995 :- In 1995, he published A Fine Balance, which won the Giller Prize and
the Commonwealth Writer’s Prize. A Fine Balance also made the short-list of nominees for the
prestigious Booker Prize, and was the basis for a 1998 film of the same title. In 2012 he won the
Neustadt International Prize for Literature.

The novel, which is set in India in 1975, during Indira Gandhi’s declared State of
Emergency, gives intense descriptions of extreme poverty, and shows the bond that develops
between four main characters, despite the barriers created by their differences in religion and
social status. Dina, a Parsi woman who refused to return to the home of her domineering brother
after the death of her husband, allows two tailors, whose homes have been burned by the
government because of their attempts to rise out of the caste of leather workers, to share her
apartment. Maneck, a Parsi student who suffers from alienation from his family, also joins the
apartment. Mistry gives detailed descriptions of the lives of the characters and the hardships they
endure (humiliation, torment in a government work-camp, torture, and disillusionment). The novel
poses the question of the possibility of the existence of atrocious acts and beliefs in the face of the
world’s beauty.

Conclusion :- Similarly, "strategic post colonialism” is likely to be a self-defeating
strategy, since most writers on the subject publicly and endlessly debate the problems
associated with the term. In addition, the label is too fuzzy to serve as a useful tool for
long in any exchange of polemics. It lacks the sharp edge necessary to make it serve as a
useful weapon.

However, those of us unwilling to adopt the label "postcolonial” are hard put to find an
appropriate term for what we study. The old "Commonwealth literature™ is obviously too confining
and outdated as well as being extremely Eurocentric. "Anglophone literature” excludes the many
rich literatures of Africa, for instance, written in European languages other than English, and taken
in the literal sense, it does not distinguish between mainstream British and American writing and
the material under discussion. "New literature written in English" puts too much emphasis on
newness and again excludes the non-English-speaking world. "Third-world" makes no sense since
the collapse of the Soviet Union and the Communist "second world."
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Scenario of Municipal Solid Waste Disposal
and Processing Practice in Delhi, India
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Abstract :- Due to higher rate of urbanization, very large quantities of municipal waste are
generated daily in urban areas of India and Delhi is no exception. The large quantity of waste
exerts high pressure on solid waste management system in Indian cities. Weak institutional
capacity and lack of resources; human and capital, the city authorities facing many difficulties in
ensuring that all the waste generated in the city is collected for disposal and processing in a
scientific manner. In Delhi about 7000-8000 metric tons of waste generated at daily basis. In Delhi
about 80-90 percent of waste disposed in unscientific manner and only 10 percent goes for
processing like composting, incineration, vermin-composting etc. In the most of Indian cities,
waste is disposed of in an unsustainable/unscientific manner leading to environmental hazards with
respect to air, water and land as well as considerable human health risks. This paper is studied
about the waste disposal and waste processing in NCT of Delhi.

Keywords: municipal solid waste, urbanization, composting, incineration, vermin-composting
Introduction :- Waste management continues to remain one of the most neglected areas of
urban development in India. In the half of Indian cities more than 50 per cent of solid waste
generated remains uncollected. This large quantity of uncollected waste becomes the
simultaneous cause of environmental pollution and ground water resources contamination.

According to CPCB Report, 2016, 1,41,064 TPD (tone per day) waste was generated in
the year of 2014-15 by urban population of India and out of total 127,531 TPD of municipal solid
waste was collected in urban areas (about 90 per cent of all generated waste in urban areas). Out of
which, only 34,752 TPD of waste (around 24 per cent of all waste generated) was processed or
treated by using processing technologies like composting or vermin-composting or incineration
(waste to energy) plants. The remaining quantity of collected waste is dumped into sanitary landfill
sites, without any treatment.

The management of MSW is a major responsibility of Urban Local Bodies. With the rapid
growth of urbanization and industrialization waste management has emerged as one of the major
challenges for urban managers. The functioning of most municipalities in Indian cities is
traditional in nature as they have neither adequate financial resource nor trained staff for dealing
with the aggravated difficulties of garbage collection and disposal. A weak administration and
poor management is characteristic of Indian municipalities with the capital being no exception.

Delhi is the most densely populated and urbanized city of India. The decadal growth rate
in population during the last decade (2001-2011) was 20.96 per cent. Waste management problems
in cities include searching for new lands for disposal, pollution generation while processing and its
disposal all prove cumbersome jobs. Urban waste problems are not confined to the cities alone.
They greatly affect peripheral regions also because the demand for disposal spills over across a

* Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, C.H.L. Govt. College, Chhara, Jhajjar
(Haryana)

* Research Scholar, Faculty of Education, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, Pin —
221010.



145 Scenario of Municipal Solid Waste Disposal and Processing Practice in Delhi, India

wider area. Uncontrolled dumping of waste has created successive environmental threats.
Indiscriminate waste dumping poses serious environmental problems in terms of water
contamination, land degradation and air pollution, contributing collectively to global warming. The
city managers are responsible for environmental management, but they are faced with many
problems and challenges. Certain which are critical environmental parameters for sustainable
development of urban areas. Out of 8000 MT/day of estimated waste generated in Delhi, only
about 300 MT/day of waste is processed for composting against the 800 MT/day installed
capacity.

Objectives of the Study:- The major objective of the present research paper is to study about the
waste disposal practices and waste processing technologies in Delhi.

Data Base and Research Methodology:- Data base and research methodology is very important
part of any science and social science research. The present paper is based on secondary data. For
the paper, secondary data was collected from government, semi-government, non-government and
private publications. The background information was related to area, demographic characteristics,
urbanization status and socio-economic profile as was compiled from the District Census
Handbook, the Delhi Statistical Handbook, and the Census of India. Other required data and
comprehensive information as well as available published material related to municipal solid waste
management in the spatio-temporal context was collected from the Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC), Delhi Cantonment Board (DCB) and various
departments of the Government of the National Capital Territory of Delhi (GNCTD) and Centre
for Science and Environment (CSE). Apart from these organizations, other information and data
was collected from the National Environment Engineering Research Institute (NEERI), National
Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA), The Energy Research Institute (TERI), Infrastructural Leasing
and Financial Services (IL&FS) etc. A number of reports and information were also collected from
non-governmental organizations (NGOSs).

Waste Disposal Practices:

The disposal of waste is an important aspect of the municipal solid waste management
practices and it requires special attention by the ULBs through effective and efficient planning.
The waste collected from various dustbins or dhalaos as disposed off by various methods such as
Open dumping, Sanitary landfill, Composting, Incineration, Pyrolysis etc. Only open dumping and
sanitary landfills are widely used in developing countries. In general, waste that cannot be recycled
reused or treated ends up in an open dumps or landfill.

I.  Open Dumping

Open, unregulated dumps are still the predominant method of waste disposal. The larger
cities in developing countries are facing enormous garbage management problems. Open dumping
is an illegal process, in which any type of the waste such as household trash, garbage, tires,
demolition/construction waste, metal or any other material dump at any location like along the
roadside, vacant lots on public or private property even in parks other than a permitted landfill or
facility. Open dumping poses a threat to human health and the environment because of land
pollution (Zurbrugg et al., 1999). In India, generally the disposal of municipal solid waste in open
grounds is normal practice. Uncontrolled dumping of waste blights the land for any future use and
causes serious risk of water pollution, air pollution and vector breeding. Unsanitary dumping of
waste results in underground water pollution, bad odours, fires, flies, rats etc. These problems can
be reduced by proper dumping of waste. In this method, waste is dumped in low laying areas
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partly as a method of reclamation of land and also it is an easy method of disposal. As a result of
bacterial action garbage decreases considerably in volume and is converted gradually into humus.
Proper dumping of waste reduces the environmental pollution and health hazards. In National
Capital Territory of Delhi open dumping is commonly seem in various parts of the city, here waste
is scattered on streets, roads and public places. In Delhi only 80-85 per cent of the total waste
generation has been collected and rest spread on roads, streets, parks and other public places.

I1.  Sanitary Land-filling :-

A sanitary landfill is a method of solid waste disposal that functions without creating a
nuisance or hazard to public health or safety. Sanitary landfill is a fully engineered disposal option,
which avoids harmful effects of uncontrolled dumping by spreading, compacting and covering the
waste land that has been carefully engineered before use. Through proper site selection,
preparation and management, operators can minimize the effects of leachates (polluted water
which flows from a landfill) and gas production both in the present and in the future. Sanitary
landfill is an engineered burial of refuse involving spreading of the solid waste on the ground,
compact it and then covers it with soil at suitable intervals. The refuse is dumped and compacted in
layers of 30-60 cm. and after a day’s work. When the depth of filling reaches 1.5 m, it is covered
by earth of 15-30 cm. thickness so that the refuse is not directly exposed. The area is divided into
smaller portions and the second layer of filling is done prior to which the first layer is well
compacted. Insecticides and pesticides are to be applied at regular intervals. At final level, about
60 cm. of earth is laid and finally compacted well at the top of the land filled area. The filled up
solid waste is stabilized due to the decomposition of organic matter in the following stages.

Presently, in Delhi about 7000-8000 metric tonnes of municipal solid waste generated
every day. The major source of waste generation in Delhi is vegetable and fruit markets, retail and
commercial centres, slaughter houses and construction and demolition activities. Here, about 80-90
per cent of municipal solid waste is disposed on land through land filling and rest goes for
processing.

Existing Sanitary Landfill Sites in Delhi :- Presently in the study area, there are four landfilling
site in operation which cover 202 acres of land situated in different zones in different directions.
Bhalswa, Gazipur Okhla and Narela/Bawana landfill sites are in operation. The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi is responsible for the management of all four existing landfill sites. In Delhi
the land-filling started in 1975 nearby Ring Road. In 1978 two other landfills were started at
Timarpur and Kailash Nagar, till date 16 landfill sites have been filled up with garbage of Delhi
since 1975 in various parts of Delhi. These are being developed into parks, forests, gardens and
other useful activities. Subroto Park and Millennium Park in Delhi is an ideal example of a landfill
that was converted into a park. These parks are, today, frequently visited by people from not just
particular an area but also others areas of Delhi.

Bhalswa Landfill Site:- The Bhalswa Landfill site has an area 40 acres and is situated on GT
Karnal Road opposite Sanjay Gandhi Transport Nagar. The ownership of this land is with the
Horticulture Department of MCD. This site was started in the year 1994 for disposal of MSW and
is situated in North-West Delhi. At that time the depth of this site was about 5 meters below
ground level. Now the height of this site is about 25-30 meters above the general ground level and
it is almost saturated. There are two computerized weight bridges installed at the site for weighing
the waste. At present about 2900 MT. of waste is being received daily on this site from Civil Line
Zone, Rohini Zone, West Zone, Najafgarh Zone, Narela Zone, and Partly Karol Bagh Zone. But at
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times other Zones have also deposited their waste into the Bhalswa landfill site. It is serving about
50.3 per cent of the population of Delhi. After receiving waste on SLF this garbage is levelled,
dressed-up and disposed with the help of department Bulldozers and Hydraulic Excavators. Here,
13 Bulldozers and 4 Hydraulic Excavators are presently available at the site.

Gazipur Landfill Site :- Gazipur Landfill site has an area of 70 acres and is situated on NH-24
near Gazipur Dairy Farm in East Delhi. Presently it is the biggest and oldest landfill site in Delhi
and the ownership of this land belongs to Delhi Development Authority (DDA). The site was
started in the year 1984 for disposal of MSW. At that time the depth of this site was about 3 meters
below from ground level. Now the height of this site is about 30-32 meters above general ground
level. There are two computerized weight bridges installed at site for weighing the waste. At
present about 2100 MT. of waste is being received daily on this site from Shahdra (N), Shahdra
(S), NDMC, City Zone (slaughter house waste & mixed meat waste) and Sadar Paharganj Zone.
Sometimes Karol Bagh Zone and other Zones of MCD dispose their waste at Gazipur landfill site.
This SLF site is serving 30.8 per cent population of the total population in Delhi. After depositing
the waste 13 Bulldozers and three Hydraulic Excavators are used for levelling, dressing-up and
disposal of garbage at SLF site.

Okhla Landfill Site :- The Sanitary Landfill site acquires an area 32 acres and it is situated on
Anand Mai Road near CCI Okhla in South Delhi. The ownership of this land belongs to DDA.
This site was started in the year 1996 for disposal of MSW. Presently, it is serving 18.9 per cent of
the population of total Delhi. At that time the depth of this site was about 5 meters below ground
level. Now the height of this site is about 35 meters above from the back side of SLF site and
about 20-22 meters above from the front side of SLF site. There are two computerized weight
bridges installed at the site for weighing waste. At present about 1800 MT. of waste is being
received daily at the Okhla SLF site from Central Zone, South Zone, DCB (Delhi Cantonment
Board) and Partly City Zone and Najafgarh Zones. This Garbage is levelled, dressed-up and
disposed with the help of six Bulldozers and one Hydraulic Excavator.

Narela/Bawana Landfill Site :- Narela/Bawana is the new sanitary landfill site situated on the
Narela-Bawana road in North-West Delhi and the total area of the site is 60 acres. This is the first
scientific landfill site in the city where close to 1,300 metric tonnes of solid waste will be
segregated and processed to obtain refuse derived fuel (RDF) for industrial use, manure, recyclable
material etc. This is likely to bring down the burden on the three sites — Ghazipur, Okhla and
Bhalswa, which have more than 30-metre-high piles of garbage as against the permissible limit of
20 metres.

Processing of the Municipal Solid Waste :- The main motive of processing of MSW is to reduce
the weight and volume of waste that has to be disposed of in a landfill. Processing and treatment
processes for MSW include physical processes for separation of different fraction, chemical
processes like combustion and biological processes like composting and bio fuel generation. Most
of large cities in developed and developing countries have solid waste treatment facilities where
the waste is processed prior to disposal (Goel, 2008). Conceptually the idea of composting was
appealing as it helped to recycle the nutrients back to land. Composting is to provide much awaited
answers to the growing problem of municipal solid waste but operational and other problems
began to appear. In Delhi the composting process has been adopted in proper and scientific
manner.
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Table 1 highlighted the proposed facilities for waste treatment and disposal in Delhi.
Municipal solid waste has a good potential for composting, biomethanation, and WTE/RDF
processing activities in Delhi. Indian people are basically vegetarian, so here maximum organic
type of waste is generated and Delhi is not an exception. In 2004 only 850 tonnes/day of waste
were treated as composting process and other processing technology was suspended. In 2007 about
2000 tonnes/day waste were processed by involving composting, biomethanation and RDF
treatment options. 4500 tonnes/day waste will processed in 2015 and after 2015 it will rise to 6000
tonnes/day (Talyan et al., 2008). Therefore, in future more waste processing units will be installed
in Delhi and the present situation will improve.

Table 1: Proposed Facilities for Treatment and Disposal of MSW in Delhi

Treatment option Treatment capacity (tonnes/day)
2004 2007 2011 2013 2015 2020 2025
Composting 850 1500 1500 1500 1500 1500 1500
Biomethanation - 250 750 750 1500 2250 2250
Refuse derived fuel (RDF) 250 750 750 1500 2250 2250

Source: Talyan et al., 2008

Composting :- Composting is the biological method of decomposing solid wastes under aerobic or
anaerobic conditions into humus and stable mineral compounds. This method is best suited to
small and medium sized Indian towns as it simultaneously solves disposal of solid waste, disposal
of night soils and production of valuable manure for crops. It is the aerobic decomposition of
biodegradable organic matter in a warm, moist environment by the action of bacteria, yeasts, fungi
and other organisms. It allows for the development of an end product that is biologically stable and
free of viable pathogens and plant seeds and can be applied to land beneficially. Composting
involves three basic steps, that of pre-processing (size reduction, nutrient addition etc),
decomposition and stabilization of organic material and post-processing (grinding, screening, etc).

In Delhi a huge amount of biodegradable waste generated, so here a good potential is
available for composting. Therefore, Delhi Government has started composting. The compost is
utilized as organic fertilizer for agricultural purposes and the cost for every tone is 2000 to 2300
Rs. The first composting plant was set up at Okhla in 1980. It was semi—mechanized plant of 150
tonnes per day capacity for composting the waste. Later this plant was expanded with its some
additional capacity in 1985. However, this plant was not in an operational condition during 1991-
1995 due to low quantity of waste material and higher operational cost. In May 2007 IL&FS
Company signed a concession agreement with the municipal corporation of Delhi to rehabilitate
the Okhla compost plant with carbon support. The project applies a multi-treatment of municipal
waste to avoid possible pollution. It involves the mechanical sorting and composting of organic
waste. The materials like metals, plastics and paper are recycled. The residual organic waste is
treated using the composting process. This plant converts 73,000 tonnes of MSW into compost
every year. This is equivalent to 200 tonnes of municipal solid waste per day.

New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) also set up a compost plant with a capacity of
200 tonnes per day. This plant is currently not functioning to its full capacity. The main causes
behind the low capacity were: (1) poor quality of waste (I1) old machinery (I11) unskilled workers
and (1V) poor quality of final product. The garbage generated by horticulture activities is taken to
the compost plant and used for various purposes in NDMC operated areas. About 30 per cent of
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the garbage of NDMC area is horticulture waste, which is voluminous but not weighty. The
garbage generated by horticulture activities is taken for composting and this horticulture waste is
processed into manure by scientific methods.

Table 2: Existing Composting Plants in Delhi

Sr. No. Facility Capacity Area Starting Year Technology
(TPD) (InHa.)

1 Okhla (MCD) 200 8.00 1981 and again start in | Aerobic windrow
2007 composting

2 Okhla (NDMC) 200 3.4 1985 —do-

3 Bhalswa 500 12.00 1999 —do-

(Private Sector)
4 Tikri Khurd (APMC) 125 2.6 2001 —do-
5 Narela-Bawana 500 2.7 2012 —do—
Source: MCD

The third composting plant was setup in Bhalswa with the private sector named Exnora
Private Limited Company. It is the joint venture between MCD and EPLC. The Bhalswa
composting plant was established in 1999. The capacity of this composting plant is 500 tonnes per
day, but it is working below full capacity. Over the last some years the amount of treated waste has
increased from 3,710 tonnes per year (10 tonnes per day) in 2001, to 49,150 tonnes per year (135
tonnes per day) in 2006-07. MCD plans to expand its operation to 1,000 tonnes per day (TPD)
with the assistance of carbon finance. MCD has registered this plant in the UNFCCC CDM Project
for increasing the capacity of this plant and reducing Methane Emissions. The main causes behind
the low capacity are (I) no marketing committee or market for selling the final product (II)
insufficient waste, and (I11) old equipment and machines.

The fourth composting plant was established in Tikri Khurd at Narela Zone (APMC) in
2001, by Spiral Services to process 125 TPD of green waste of APMC fruit and vegetable market
in Delhi. However, the plant is running below than the full capacity due to lack of sufficient
financial and technical assistance, the plant also facing lack of proper infrastructure to handle 125
TPD of waste. This has resulted production of poor quality of compost which is not easy to sell in
the market. It was upgraded by IL & FS Ecosamrt Company. The main objective of up-gradation
was to adopted improved and scientific method for aerobic decomposition of bio—degradable
component of organic fruit and vegetable waste. Recently MCD has installed a compost plant at
Narela-Bawana with a capacity of 400 TPD and it is working since January 2012. The Compost
facility process 400 TPD MSW, i.e. 150 TPD from incoming solid waste, 150 TPD from MRF,
and 100 TPD from screening section. The compost facility had a margin of design of about 20 per
cent for handling situations of increased garbage during special days of importance such as
festivals, public holidays etc.

Vermi-composting :- Vermi-compost is organic manure (bio fertilize) produced as the
vermicompost by earthworms feeding on biological waste material; plant residue. Earthworms are
small, soft, cylindrical bodied invertebrates that play a vital role in soil ecosystem maintenance.
Earthworms greatly influence soil properties and cast production, which results in the continuous
turnover of the soil and mixing of minerals and organic constituents. Worms that live in the soil
are the farmer’s and gardener’s friends. Vermicompost, the end product, is extremely useful for
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enriching and fertilizing the soil. It is odourless and safe to handle. It is rich in hormones,
antibiotics and vitamins that produce healthy plant growth. Although its nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium values are not as high as for chemical fertilizers, it is multipurpose compost that
provides all the ingredients needed to improve most soils and is much better for the environment as
well. Vermicompost is also seven times richer than compost that has been rotted without
introduction of worms, so only one seventh of the quantity is needed to enrich the soil. Tests in
India have shown that vermicompost application can double wheat yields and quadruple yields of
fodder. For best effect vermicompost needs to apply before the growing season over a two or three
year period.

Incineration :- Waste to energy facility may generate steam, electricity, super-heated water or a
combination of these. Incineration is a good alternative for waste processing that is being used in
India. In densely populated urban areas, where large sites suitable for sanitary landfilling are not
available within reasonable handling distances, incineration may be the most economical option
for refuse processing, the advantages of incineration often outweigh its disadvantages. All the solid
waste materials cannot be incinerated, as this is applicable only to the combustible materials,
which during incineration undergo physical changes. This practice has attracted much opposition
from environmental pressure groups, particularly with reference to emission of acidic gases
containing dioxins and heavy metals. The solid residues of incineration still require disposal and
may be considered hazardous, they can sometimes be used in construction.

Table 3 reveals that nine compost and incineration plants are proposed and in operation in Delhi.
But a major question rise up, it is findings of new sanitary landfill sites in Delhi because the
municipal waste is consistently rising. In Delhi it is extremely difficult to find out new sanitary
landfill sites. In future this problem will be more critical because there is no option for acquisition
of new landfill sites, but to resort to alternative methods of waste treatment, reduction, recycle and
reuse, which include vermiculture, fossilization and composting, however, it is clear that waste
treatment will be necessary for all developing and developed countries. Processing of municipal
waste can provide a suitable answer for the huge amount of municipal solid waste.

Table 3: Proposed Composting/Incineration Plants in Delhi (2001-2021)

Sr. No. Location Area (in ha.) Remarks
1. Okhla (MCD) - Existing (N1O)
2. Okhla (NDMC) 3.6 In operation
3. Kair-Village Site (Najafgarh Zone) 4.0 In operation
4. Deorala Village Site (Najafgarh Zone) 4.8 New
5. Compost Plant of SLF Bhalswa 4.8 New
6. Vermiculture at SLF Gazipur 0.1 New
7. Incinerator Near Timarpur — Existing (N1O)
8. Gazipur Meat Processing Centre Waste | 2.0 Proposed

Disposal
9. Gazipur WTE Plant 0.1 In operation
10. Narela-Bawana Incineration Plant 3.0 New

Source: Delhi Master Plan (2021)
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Conclusion :- The waste disposal and processing is an important part of waste management
practices. In Delhi, there are four landfill sites, but out of three are at overflowing stage and
dumping of waste is still continuing. It is an urgent need for new sanitary landfill sites in the study
area. The Government of Delhi should be handover the new landfill sites as soon as possible. In
Delhi four composting and one incineration plant was also installed by the government, but these
are working below than the full capacity. Some other waste processing projects are also made, like
Gazipur WTE plant, Narela-Bawana waste processing plant etc. It become imperative, the
Government of Delhi should improve the condition of exiting composting/incineration plants and
develop the new plants for processing of municipal waste. Because composting and incineration
can only provides a suitable answer for the huge quantity of municipal solid waste in Delhi.
Keeping in view, the gravity of the problem it become imperative to make a periodic review for
the waste growth in different part of Delhi. In addition to executive measures, there should be
active-participation of the people, who should be included in policy formation as well as policy
execution, so that the problem may be solved in accordance with the prevailing local conditions.
By adopting the preventive and curative measures, we may be in a position to achieve the desired

result for checking this growing menace of Delhi.
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Unracialized, shared victimhood of women In

Toni Morrison’s A Mercy
Urfana Nabi*

Abstract :- Determined to the cause of African-Americanism, Morrison’s fictional world
explore the racial discrimination and subjugation of African-Americans in the
contemporary white America. What she explains is the marginality imposed on Blacks in
the dominant white American society. However, Black females, being black and women
are doubly marginalized. Committed to her race and gender, Morrison highlighted the
discrimination and oppression black women suffered at the hands of dominant white
patriarchal world. However, Morrison’s recent novel A Mercy, though written in twentieth
century, depicts the picture of seventeenth century pre-racial America when slavery was
deprived of its racial context. While decentralizing the race, Morrison highlighted the ugly
picture of slavery and its impact over the lives of slaves irrespective of their color and
race. Since, women being the easy target of any such kind of violence and victimization
the novel presents their plight irrespective of their color and race too. The present paper
analyses the Morrison’s depiction of this shared inequality and depravity to the women of
any race under the patronage of patriarchy and that too of any race.

Key Words: African-American, Marginality, Victimization, Patriarchy

Introduction :- A Mercy marks a subtle departure from the racial discrimination or
oppression of Morrison’s earlier novels. Set in the seventeenth century pre-racial America,
the novel decentralizes the race and highlights the trauma and plight of slavery in the lives
of slaves irrespective of their color, race and even gender. It seems Morrison attempts “to
interrogate American slavery in the final decade of the seventeenth century when the
conflation of race and slavery was in its infancy” (Jennings). While talking about the novel
Morrison herself admits that she “wanted to separate race from slavery to see what it was
like, what it might have been like, to be a slave but without being raced; where your status
was being enslaved but there was no application of racial inferiority” (Cited in Jennings).
It is this pre-racial concept that enables Morrison to bring together the representatives of
all racial groups whether African, Native American, Anglo and Mulatto and thus to depict
their shared successes or failures, happiness or trauma, weaknesses or strengths.

In this world of slavery Morrison basically depicts the shared inequality and
depravity to the women of any race under the patronage of patriarchy and that too of any
race. It is this shared male or patriarchal failure represented in the novel by Jacob Vaark, a
White Dutch farmer, and the Blacksmith, a free Black, that Morrison makes mainly
responsible for the trauma and deprivation in the lives of women. “They had everything in
common with one thing: the promise and threat of men. Here, they agreed, was where
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security and risk lay” (96). Throughout the novel Morrison shows women at the mercy of
men. If not economic, however, emotional dependence has made them vulnerable.

Rebbaka: A White Traded Wife

Messalina or Lina, a Native American is the first who landed into the Jacob’s farm.
Jacob bought her by an advertisement from Presbyterians to whom she has been handed
over by the soldiers. Rebbaka, a European mail-order bride, who become Jacob’s wife, too
enters into the Vaark farm by an advertisement. It is through Rebbaka that Morrison
presents the plight of European White woman in the dominating world of patriarchy who
if “not found a husband, she would have been indentured servant like Scully and Willard,
the two white males working on farm” (Jones). Also, through Rebbaka’s marriage to Jacob
it seems Morrison criticizes the institution of marriage as wholly male dominant. She
shows how the essence of marriage is the circumstantial needs and that too of patriarchal
needs rather than emotional one.

The marriage is what Rebbaka’s mother envisions a “sale” and the woman a
commodity ready to sell. Sold by the father and bought by the husband, Rebbaka is
ironically bartered into marriage. Thus, it is the shared victimhood in the form of
womanhood that brings both, Lina and Rebbaka, the Black and the White, into the world
of Jacob Vaark. “Thus, just as Lina’s sale results from an advertisement for a ‘Hardy
female, Christianized and capable in all matters domestic available for exchange of goods
or specie,” Rebbaka, though a white English woman, is literally bought from her father by
her husband Jacob, who requests ‘an unchurched woman of childbearing age, obedient but
not groveling, literate but not proud, independent but nurturing’” (Armengol). She herself
acknowledges that “her prospect were servant, prostitute, wife... the last one seemed
safest” (76). Thus, Rebbaka too becomes the victim of dominant but failed patriarchy.
Ramirez suggests:

Thus, Morrison defines her objectified and subordinated position in the patriarchal
world of plantation. Her status as a wife is not as different from that of the other household
female servants and her arranged marriage—her own mother calls it “sale”—resembles
other forms of human trafficking. In this patriarchal role, Jacob rules over the women who
really run the farm.(...)

Sorrow: A Cursed Woman freed by Motherhood

A mysterious, half-mad orphan of unspecified ethnicity who enters in Jacob’s pack
of slaves is the shipwrecked girl of a sea captain, Sorrow. She looks weird with black
teeth, grey eyes, and red hair always talking with an imaginary invented friend called
Twain. Jacob acquired her from a sawyer in exchange for the dismissal of his lumber debt.
Rescued by the family of a Sawyer from the river bank she too becomes the victim of
failed patriarchy. Her disintegration leads her to madness in which she takes refuge in her
imaginary self-invented friend Twin in order to win over her trauma like schizophrenic
protagonist Pecola of The Bluest Eye. Sexually abused and exploited by Sawyer’s sons,
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she gets pregnant. Instead removing her pain, she has been herself expelled by Sawyer and
his wife. Thus, in the dominant world of patriarchy Morrison shows, it is not the felon, a
man, who is to be expelled but the agonizer, a woman, to expel and suffer more. “Being a
woman in the seventeenth century meant to be under further level of categorization”
(Bukhari 423). Morrison herself acknowledges in the novel, “To be female in this place is

to be an open wound that cannot heal. Even if scars form, the festering is ever below”
(161).

First time at Sawyer’s house though it has been hinted by Morrison that his sons
are perhaps responsible for Sorrow’s pregnancy, “On occasion she had secret company
other than Twin, but not better than Twin, who was her safety, her entertainment, her
guide. The housewife told her it was monthly blood... and Sorrow believed her until the
next month and the next month and the next when it did not return. Twin and she talked
about it, about whether it was instead the result of the goings that took place behind the
stack of clapboard, both brothers attending, instead of what the housewife said. Because
the pain was outside between her legs. Not the inside where the house wife said was
natural. The hurt was still there when the Sawyer asked Sir to take her away, saying his
wife could not keep her” (117-118). However, second time at Vaark house, the identity
has been totally enshrouded. Though her first pregnancy failed, for which she blamed
Lina, but her second pregnancy bestowed a baby girl to her. This birth transforms Sorrow
morally as well as socially and redirects her life by giving it a new meaning. She is
withdrawn from her imaginary world of Twin and thus her mental state improves. She
develops a sense of belonging “I am your mother”, and changed her name, “My name is
Complete” (132). Thus, Morrison shows how, vulnerable and unprotected in the hands of
failed patriarchy, Sorrow feels protected and complete with her motherhood. Besides,
Morrison unconventionally depicts motherhood as a source of power and agency to
womanhood rather the means of restriction and suppression.

Minah mae: A Cursed Mother

When Jacob Vaark visits D’Ortega’s farm to collect his debt, there he offers Jacob
human slaves instead of money he owes to him. To this Jacob’s instant and humane reply
is that, “flesh was not his commodity” (20). However, on the begging request of Minah
mae, a slave mother at D’Oretaga’s farm, to take her daughter, Jacob grudgingly accepts
her daughter, Florens, as partial payment for the debt. Apparently, an act of a mercy, refers
to books title, it turns to the act of failed mercy as to Florens it becomes the act of
abandonment and exile by her mother that shapes or ruins her future. As in the words of
Downie, “The irony is that even acts of mercy may turn out not to be mercy at all, but may
bring suffering. Possession of any kind seems to be wrong” (Downie 58).

When Florens’ mother kneels down and begs, “Please, Senhor. Not me. Take her.
Take my daughter” (24). Jacob took it wrongly as the daughter is an “ill-shod child that
the mother was throwing away” and fails to recognize and understand “the terror in her
eyes” (ibid). It was actually the choice of a powerless mother to send her daughter in the
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hope of preventing her from being sexually abused at D *Ortega’s farm. Being herself the
subject of sexual abuse she tries to save her child as what she notices, “a cloth around your
chest did not good. You caught Senhor’s eyes” (164). Choosing to stay with her son, who
being a child would likely die without her, and giving away her daughter, so to provide her
a life-altering opportunity, depicts the mother’s sacrifice of leaving the chance of better
life to herself over the survival of her children. Though, at the end of the novel, she
provides an explanation of her action as, “Because | saw the tall man see you as a human
child, not pieces of eight. I knelt before him... He said ‘yes’” (164).

The misery of Florens and her mother and many women like them can be attributed to the
failed patriarchal world of men like D’Ortega. To men like D’Ortega, woman is a
commodity and her subjugation seems to them as their birth right. Instead of protecting,
her they exploit her vulnerability and in anyway satiate their emasculated masculinity.

Florens: A Victim of Mercy

From D’Ortega’s farm, Florens enters into the Jacob’s enterprise that entangles
Florens’ destiny and takes her to the path where she herself is supposed to face and handle
the odds of life. Her mother, though freed her from the world of sexual abuse but could not
save her from the evils of servitude. “It is not entirely right to say that Morrison is using
slavery as a metaphor for the human conditions. She is using it as a metaphor for the
female condition” (Armengol). It was Lina’s sense of loneliness that she acts as Florens’
mother immediately after her arrival at farmhouse. However, Lina’s love and care doesn’t
prove sufficient to solace Florens’ tortured sense of identity. Despite having humane
environment at Vaark’s farm in comparison to D’Ortega’s and the motherly affection and
care in the embodiment of Lina, Florens feels isolated and deserted. It is on the arrival of
Blacksmith, a free Black man, Florens tries to fix her disrupted sense of identity by dotting
after him. It was Florens’ craving to fulfill the void of her identity that she becomes an
easy target of the advances of Blacksmith.

Through Blacksmith, a free black, Morrison takes readers to the world of another
patriarchal dominance. This time, neither White like Jacob Vaark nor the black slave or
subjugated male like her previous novels, she explores the failure of a free Black
patriarch—the Blacksmith. It is this world of failed patriarchy where Florens enters in
order to purge off her past pain of being abandoned. However, the entry can be seen “not
as ennobling, but as debilitating” (Downie 57). Blacksmith enters into the world of Jacob
Vaark as a hired artisan to make wrought iron gates for Vaark’s new mansion. It is when
Florens meets him and falls in love with him. Blacksmith too responded and the two strike
up a sexually romantic relationship. After that it becomes the ultimate goal of Florens to
have Blacksmith or more appropriately to belong to him. When Lina warns her by saying,
“You are one leaf on his tree,” Florens, “Crippled with worship of him” sharply replies,
“No I am his tree” (59). However, Lina’s fear turns right and Blacksmith’s dehumanizing
behavior gets revealed when, after finishing his work at VVaark house, he leaves the farm
without even bothering to say goodbye to Florens. Kakuntani too highlights it as, “When
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his work is done, however, the blacksmith leaves without even troubling to say goodbye”
(Kakutani).

Florens’ love for Blacksmith is so intense that despite deserted by him, she not
only craves but still belongs to him. It was after the affliction of Rebbaka, with small pox
that she gets a chance to meet her lost love. Rebbaka decides to send Florens to fetch the
blacksmith to treat her as he had already cured Sorrow out of the same disease. Thrilled
with the joy of getting united with her otherwise failed love, she departs to the journey of
wilderness, with its animals and rugged terrain, lonely and happily. “No communion or
prayer. You are my protection. Only you” (67).

Identifying herself with Blacksmith, Florens foresees a hope of freedom from her past
dislocation and rejection, “You are my shaper and my world as well. It is done. No need to
choose” (69). However, in response to her dreams and hopes, the failed patriarchy of
Blacksmith gives her rejection and abandonment. Arrived at Blacksmith’s house, after a
long and hard journey, Florens feels dejected on finding Blacksmith living with an
adopted boy Malaik. Since she wants his unrestricted attention and love, she feels jealous
and threatened by boy. She recognizes in him her expulsion as she says:

This happens twice before. The first time it is me peering around my mother’s
dress hoping for her hand that is only for her little boy. The second time it is a
pointing screaming little girl hiding behind her mother and clinging to her skirt.
Both times are full of danger and | am expel. Now I am seeing a little boy... You
reach out your forefinger towards him and he takes hold of it. (133-134)

In her distrusted and disturbed psychological condition, she even assumes that the boy too
hates her. “He is silent but the hate in his eyes is loud. He wants my leaving. This cannot
happen. 1 feel the clutch inside. This expel can never happen again” (135). Under her
frustrated condition, her insecurity goes beyond her control and she attacks the child and
breaks his shoulder, that she herself acknowledges, “And yes I do hear the shoulder crack
but the sound is small...... He screams screams then faints. A little blood comes from his
mouth hitting the table corner” (138). At the same time, Blacksmith appears and knocks
Florens out without providing her a chance to explain things. Rejecting Florens at once
implies failure on part of Blacksmith to recognize the fear and insecurity she possesses.
“Identifying her as ontologically depraved rather than trying to understand her vices as the
vices of human being who has been... oppressed, the blacksmith, a freed black man,
defines Florens, an enslaved black woman, as an absolute negative, a nobody of “no
consequences in [his] world,” a mere nothing” (Karavanta). Lacking the ability to provide
any sort of relief to the violence in Florens fostered by her traumatized past experience of
a failed and dehumanizing face of dominant patriarchy, Smithy too evolved as the same
face and becomes reason to Florens’ second expulsion. It seems Florens is subject to
abandonment and expulsion.

Conclusion :- Traditionally man is entailed to provide protection and security in the form
of love and care to his family especially the concerned women. But Morrison depicts a
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contrary world of failed patriarchy in her novels and this time she portrays a patriarchal
world of slavery in which woman as vulnerable is its subject of victimization. Either Jacob
Vaark, a White Dutch trader’s failed family that he bestowed to his household women or a
free negro, Blacksmith’s failed love to Florens. Though, apparently against the institution
of slavery, however, all the members of Jacob’s farm came through the same institution.
Jacob Vaarks social failure is depicted in form of his marriage to Rebbaka. Ignoring the
essence of marriage, he did it as ‘sale’. Reeling in the trauma of her mother’s
abandonment Florens, the central character in the novel, tried to relocate and identify
herself with the Blacksmith, a free Black man. However, his failed patriarchy rejects
Florens completely and at once, without providing her a chance to explain things. Already
victimized, he traumatized her by calling her wild and slave.

In the end, however, Morrison condemns the all sorts of dominion as well as any sort of
dependence. It has been found that in the world any sort of subjugation, as in the form of
male dominancy, there is a need of assertion of self-determination. In the novel we found
it through the transformed and self-asserted personalities of Sorrow and Florens. Sorrow
freed herself from the pangs of past victimization by entering into the world of
motherhood while Florens evolved as a changed person who becomes emotionally strong
and self-sufficient that is symbolically represented by her walking with bare feet.
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